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il - Second Book
s | . OF
Hermes Trifmegiftus.
i | CHAP. L
, B
> Hou, Qfclepius, ferves
. g in ftead of a Sun un-
- ~to me; for God hagh

| brought thee to us,.
" that thou mighteft be prefenc
with us in thy divine Difcourfe,
t being {uch which may feem
g I . worthy to carry a greater luftre
s - of Piety and Religion, than all
<s theworks before cone of us, or
| any gifts infpired by divine In-
- f{piration; which if underftand-
. ingly thou fhalc regard, thou
w fhalc be richly filled with all
| A2 good
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2 The {econd Book of
good things thorowout thy
whole Soul : If aotwithftand-
ing there be many good things,
and not one generall, inwhich
all things are, for the one s per-
ceived to confenit and agree
with the other ; all thefe things
belong to that One, and that
One is All; fortheone fo co-
heres to the other,that they can-
not be feparated. But'in the fu-
ture Difconrfe, by a diligent
hearkening , thou  fhale ﬁllly
know it. Buc thou, O Alcle.
piug, proceed a litcle, and call
, forchhim which fhould be pre-
fent; who entering, Afclepius
alfo fuggeteth Ammton to be
prelent. Erifmegiftus faich,No
Envie hindereth Smnon from
us ; for to his name werememe
ber many things to be writcen
of us, asalfoto his loving and
dearSon, many things of natu-
rall Philofophy, and of many
‘ Out-
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Hermes Trifmegiftus. . 3
Oiuc landith and flrange things:.
bue this Tra&ate Twill afcribe
to your name, neither call' any
other fave Annon, lelt & mott
devout Difcourfe of fo weighty
a mateer fhouldbe violatedby
the intervention and prefence of
many comers ; for it is an argu-
ment of no hone(t and religious

heart, to publifh 2 Tractate re-

pleni(ht with the falneffe of the

. divine Majelty, to the view of

every mans conlcience. - Holy
Amnon being now entered into
a private clofet, fitted with the.
Religion of four men, and the
Divine Prefence of Ged, in
much reverence and fecrecie he
begins thus to declare himielf
inthe name of all the Perme:
tes to the confciences and fouls
of them who are prepared to
hear. oy
i, O Alcleplus che:(énk
of every manis immortall, bue:
A3 not




4 The {econd Book of

not all alike; for chere is a diﬁ-'c.;l

rence both in the time and man-
ner.

Sfclep. No indeed, O rif-
megiftus , for every Soul is of
ene quality,

Lritm, O Alclepius, how

quickly haft thoy learned,bythe

very light of reafon ; for faid I
not this, That all things are
one, and one all things? chat
all things were in the Creatour,
before he creared all things ;
neither unworthily is he faid te
be All, whole parts are all
things: therefore in chis whole
Dilcourle have a care to re-
‘member him, who being One,
1s All, even the very Creatour
of all things ; all things defcend
$rom Heaven into the Earth, in-
to the Water, and into the Air.
The Fire onely, in that it is car-
ried wpward, is lively {ubfervi-
ent to that which defcends ; for
what-

S
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Hormes Trifmegifius. 5
whatfoever defcends from above
Js generating ,~a1§d .whzgfogygr
afcends npward is nourifhing;
the earth alone abiding inicfelf,
is the receiver of all things,and
the reftorer of all things {here-
ceiveth, Inthis therfore wholly
(as you {2id) even al things,both
the Soul and'the World, arena-
turally moved and concluded.

So the various equality of every
fhape being differenced,that the
Species of the qualities, by di-
ftance, may be known.to be in-
finite, yet {o uniced to this, that
the whole may feem one, and
from that one, all to have their
being; wherefore the whole

. World are the four Eletpents of

which it is compounded, Fire,
Water, Earth, Air; one Wosld,
one Soul, one God. Now be
thou prefent with me, as much

. asthou art able; hothinminde,

and wildom: for the reafon of
' Ag ~ the




6 Thefecond Book of
the Divinity which is to b
known by thz divine imemic!:;
of the underflanding , is moft
like mnte a Torrent running
with a violent and fwift fiream
from a high Rock, whereby it
glides away from the un!cr—
ftanding of fuch, who are either
Hearers or Dealers init,

The
COMMENTAR_Y.

This {rf} Chapter teacheth,
that all things belong to one, and
that all things are one, of one, ms
from which all things are, One
as all the cffelts which in therr
caufe are one, asthat every mans
Soulis immortall ; bt yet after
a different fort, AN things de-

Jcend from Heaven ; thas which
defcendeth affords generation thag

which afcendeth “and goeth AP

ward, giveth anely li_feg. T hts

thing

st

f

NESN T |
Hermes Trifmegiftw. 7

i thing to be one, of which all things -

are: and this whichis all things
to move the world, and all tne
forms of which the world is com-
pounded towit, the Firesthe Airs
the Watery and the Earth, And
as all bodies make one body of one
world, [o it will bave all the forms
of things to make one #niforms
form of - one world, which it ¢al=
lesh the Form of the world; and
thefe are one Body, éne Soul, one
werldy one God ; froms whom Di-
vine Underfranding and the Word
paffeth from above, with 4 [wift.
lightening downwards, likeunte.
a [wift Torrens, which flows in-
to, and fils all things  and this.
D.vine VVidoms and the VVord,
what is it (I pray) bat the D.vi=

nity, or Divine VVifdom is felf,

which is the (rearonr of a

things , which a the wife man
fingss is the onely Mover of all
shings, and which being ong €an

A s " do




8 The fecond Book ef

do all things , and which abiding
in it felf changeth all things,
This ts the firft part, ‘

"CHAP, 11

Eaven therefore is the
lenfible preferver of all

thole bodies whofe encreafe and
decreale the Sun and Moon;have
as it were power of, But God
who s che Creator of all things
1s the Governour of Heaven,and
of its Soul, and of all things in
the world. For from all the
forefaid, cthings , of all which
there is a Governour, there
is’ a frequent influence carried
through the world by nature ie
felf, and'by the foul of every
Genus and Species in 1t : for the
world is prepared of God to be
a

f

¥
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Hermes Trifmegiftus. 9
a jeceptacle of every fort
of Species -or form; and fathi-
oning out natire by the formss-
hath broughe the world by the
four Elements even to Heaven.
All the works of God whi¢h are
plealing to theeye, 'and whieh
hang ver us dre divided into
Srecies, and in that manner I
am now abouc to relare. “The
Genera, or kinds, of all thingd
fol ow their@petied for thac the

‘Genug is the rotality , orfub-

flance of ir,& the @peeies a pare
ef che Genus : wherefore there
1s 2 Genug of good Spirits, and
Bantig of badvdFalta of men §
andlikewife of Birds, and of all
things which the world hath, it
begers ©pecies like toic felfy
there is another Gznus of brute
Beafts wanting indeed under-
flanding afid reafon, but yet not
afoutor life , whereby it takes
delight in Benefits, & pinesand
mowurnes
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10 The (ccona Bookof

mournes away at injuries,. I
fay of all things which live'on
the Earch by the prefervation of
Roots, and Plants, whofe ®pe-
ties are difperfed throughout
the whole Earth, the very Hea-
venic felf isfull of the Majefty
of God, whofe Genus inhabi-
teth chat place where all @pect:
8 are immorcall; forche Dpes
£{es is a parc of che@enug,as che
Soula parc of man being a peint
of nec=flity to follow the qua-
licy of it Denus from whence it
proceeds, that albeit every Gea
nug or kind be immortall,
yer every fopecies is moc
mmmortall ; bur the e:
nus of the godhead and the
Bpectes arc inmorrall, yec the
kinds of other things whofe
eternity remaines in the Gentas,
albeir it dyesinthe @®pecies, is
yet preferved by the fraicful-
nefle of growing : therefore the

o opettes

FRC NI DO S T
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Hermes Trifmegiftw. 11
Lpeties are mortall as man is
mortall, his foul immortal;yet
with every ©enug the Dpestes
of every ®euug is mixed, lome
which before were made , fome
made of thefe ; but- all ghefe

‘which weremade are either of

God,of Angels,or of men; being
all formes moft like unto their
kindes: for it is impoffible-for
Bodies to be formed without
the will of God ; @pecies tobe
fafhioned without the help of
Spirits, ot brute Beafis to be
ordered or difciplined without
men. Whatfoever therefore ill
Spirits fivarving from their kind
re joyned into the form of any
a ecigs of a divine Genus,
are by that Proximity and neas-
neffe accounted like unto Gods,
but the @ypectes of which Spi-
rits,perfevering in the quality of
their kind, and thefe lovingthe

witdom ef man are called Spi-
‘ rs;




12 The fecond Book of
rits : there 15 alfo chelike Byes
gies of men, but more laroe? f:r
the @pecies of mankind is of
many Shapes, and full of varis
ety;and coming from above from
the aforefaid fellowfhip' makes
a gonjun&ion of néceffiry dimoft
with all other @pectes;in which
refpeét it comes neareft to God;
who with Divine wor(hip hath
joyned himfelf unto God, even
in’that holineffe he requires
and they come’ neareft to il
Spirits, who joyne themfelves
to them: and thofe men who aré
contented with a-mediocrity ‘in
their Genus, fhall be like thofe
Dpecies they refemble and
joynethemfelvesto, <.

| The
COMMENT#RY,

The Second Chapter for the ber-

ter wuderfFanding of whatis and

fhall

figueenvr i S R

—

Hermes Trifmegiftus. _fg

(hall be [ aid, intimareth that Met®

curius doth #fe the word Animal
in a far other figni fication then wé
bhave aconflomed, # alfo ‘the
word Anima, Forost of the S¢>
cond Dialogne .0 Pimindey he
defineth the Soni 0 motion; Where:
sre whatfoever hath & IV
faculty by the obfervancé of his
$peech, ath Apimam 2 Sowl
what[sever hath ‘Sow! and Body &
Apimal. The Heauen therefo &
is an Anmimal, fo Lkgwife the
world , Plants, andthe Elements.
But it 45 onr cuffome only 12 call
that an Animal, which is abvix
Creature, and hath fenfe; “Anim
e define-not only by metion but by
Life, Senfe , Polnvrary motion, and
Underfpanding. Therefore when we
bear of the word Animal let us
take it in bss [enfes andnct in ahr
own. DBur now tothe Dialegne s
he compareth Heaven and Hea-

wenly bodies to other [enfiblerhings
' as
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as aman to other Creatmres ; but
Jet manwith other Creatures as
& reafonable Sowl, and Hea-
ven with other (enfible things as
a [enfible prefervers But that
God is the Ruler & Governor of all
thingst which are in_the world , is
nothing elfe,but tha?God provideth
for allthings, diffenfethall things
sntheir kinds mm[‘ts ecies, of all
which the World is the receptacle ,
and God imparteth 10every one as
t0 4 fit inj!mmem Jome gift or
propriety; as the Swun and Moon
are the Divine Organs for the
Springing and growing of things
and for their encreafe ) and de-
creafe , and d::?af}tb of men by

Angels, and of brutes by men,

Bus what he fpeaks of [pirits, thas -
Sl?ccxcs cannot be formed withour
t

eir kelp s and that certain have
cleavedso a djvine Genus, and
11 nearnefs and conver[ation have
bees acconmed Iike wto Gods, and

certain

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 1§
certainin the guality of their Ge=
nus to have perfevered Eovers of

the wi(dom of men, VVe kmow,. '

out of the [acrediScriptures, that
thofe Angels which kept not thewr-
first State, but left their habita-
tion , were referved ineverlafting
chains o wnder darkpe[s wato the
judgmen: of the greas day = for al=;
beit they connmterfeit themfelves to
be Lovers of men , yer they love
them not o but draw themto the
[ame damnation which they them=
felves bave bad from the Begin=
#ing. They connerfeired evento
love, when they brosght death ‘sp-
on all mex, f.?ing s Te foall not:
dic , but (hall be as Gods kgmwnzg

ood. and evil : what therefore he
im’ [peaketh of Angels or Sperits
‘can nat [eeme fitly to be applyed to
any divine knowledge 5 but to 1mi-
tate the error of the Gentiles; but

what he [peaks of men are thofe

which cleave #nto God and grow:

religions

S
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16 Thefecond Bbok of
veligions ; bwt thofs which joyn

themfelves mito evil Spirits we

confoffeto be thofe which fhall be

received into the Company of De-
w{:, and (ball be Joymed unto the
evil Angels which (hull be reforv-
ed, (as hath been faid ) fo eternal
chaines under darkweffe unte the
great day; for we know it-provosn.
ced ont of Gods month what he will

fayto thems ontheleft hund in the -

day of Judgment, Depart from
me ye curled into - everlafting
fire, prepared for the Devill.,
and his angels; and who are
thofe, but tlmjf who are joywed unto
rla;x. ) :;)nd love the works of vark=
neflernthus life>  Thws mse .
the Second G'Zapte_r. : Mﬁ’r

CH.AP

4

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 17 "
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CHAP, 1L

N this regard , O Riclepiug,

Man is a great miracle,a Crea-
ture both to be reverenced and
honored being after the nature 8
Image of God,as though he were
aGod, This the Angels know,
for as much as they were created
after the {ame nature, bat dif-
dained parc of the humaneNd-
ture,& relied only on the Divine
Nature,
temperate the Nature of ‘manis,
and comes neareft to God and to
the divinity, the more be de’pif-
eth thatpart of his, whereby he
becomes earthly; all other

things below s with whom he
- maft

O therefore, the more |
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mult fieeds be, he knowe

witha Heavenly difpoﬁt‘ion,a;g
are near unto him in way of
Charity, yec his defires are in
heaven:fo therefore he is happily

placedin the middeft, that what _

things are here below him
Joveth, and is himfelf belovgg
of thofe thihgs above, He
- 1nhabiteth the earth , and by his
agility is mixed with the Ele-
ments, yet by the fharpnefle of
his underflanding he diveth in-
to the depths g?r.he ©rg; all
thiogs ?pear manifeft to him’
neither o.the Heavens feem to
beabove his reach,but as it were
near by the quicknefle of his
Spirit; no obfcurity or darknefle
of Air, can difturbe his fan.
tafie; no thicknefle of sround
can hinder his endeavour » nor
depeh of warer hinder his eye-
fight s all things are the fame
with him, even all creatures

whether

r

’

Hermes Trifmegiﬂus. Ri 2 |

whether they rake root from

- above or below. Things wich-

out life , grow upwards from

one root into woods and buh-

es ; fome are nourifhed with
two Elements, fome with one;
the food is for two parts,the Life
and che Body,of which the fnfs
mal confifteth, The foul of

" the World is alwaies nourifhed

bya continuall andrefles agita- .
gion. Corporeall things encreafe
and are norrithed by fuch
things which the water
earth affordeth, The Spirit,
of which all things arefull, is -
‘mixc with all chings, quickens-
and inlivens all things, adding
fenfe unto the underftanding
of man, ‘which fifth part by D=
vine Infpiratien isonly gran-
ted to man;and which notto be
feen in any other Creatures doth |
beautifie advance and lifc up the'’
‘underftanding of manto the
knowledge




e .

20 The fecond Book of
knowledge of divine myfleries ;

buc for that I am purin minde

to fpcak of the unde:ﬂa‘nding,\

I will hereafter expound the

reafon of it unto you ; for it is.

moft holy,excellent,and no leff:

than that which belongs to(:h::
Duvinity ic felf : buc now 1will
difpatch what I began ; for 1 faid
In the beginning , that in the
nearnefle and conjunion of
the Deity onely, men enjoy the

favour of God': for whofoever

have attained to fo much feli-

ciey, thac they perceive that Di-
vine Senfe of Underflanding,

they are neareft untothe Divi-

ity and Wifdom of God,

which men onely partake of,

Alclep, O "Trifmeaittus
there isnot a like unde?[‘{and-,
ng of all men,

Exitm, O Qlclepfus, All
men have not attained that true
Underftanding, but apprehend-

183

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 2y
ing fome falfe fantafie, and that
without any true reafon, out of
a rafh opinion, aremeerly des
ceived , which begets wicked-
neffe in the minde, and tranf-
forms the beft man into the na~
ture and likenefle of a beaft, But
of the Underflanding and the
Jike, when I come to fpeak of
. the Spirit, I will give you the
full reafon ; for man is only of
two parts : theone part fimple;
which the Grzcians. call oddney
or which we call the Image of -
God ; but the other fourfold,
which the Greecians call xoouexdys
and we the earthly {ubftance, or
pourtraiture, being $he body, in-
which is inclofed that which we
have affirmed to be the divine
. part of man, which is his Soul.
In which the pure Divinity of
the Soul,with the fenfe and teel-
ing of a clear confcience, refteth
» at peace within it felf, as within
a Cafile of Defence, The
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 The
COMMENTARY,

This third Chapter extolleth
the dignity of meas, in which the
eAuthonr of (o greas benefits is
chiefly
for ever s0 be praifed andlanded,
who hath bonosred man witb,
Juch excellent gifts s for, as be
meaneth, man g5 made, that he
might be Like ynso Angels, ac-
kxo wledgizng them both 1o bey and
that they “are bory wi), hits,
whoms he hath to be by Guardians
JCTVETS , even froms the
Jorft beginning of by RALivity con-
Sifting of anature neay #nte Im-.
Za&rmlzt], imarked with the cha..

er or Image of God -
posriedof i g €
falk s carthly and (wpeyrnas
pare : .&ut who fadr{tz :;}‘:: :Z,.z
vinethings, de(psfeth and under.

valpes

¢0 be ackwowledged, and

——

and immoy-

b found the intention of his minde,
o B '

Heimes Tidfmégiftms, 23
values thefz earthly, hash bis affi«
| fance in immartall andbeavenly,

' things , looks up and fighs #fter.
Heaven, knowing that to be.thé.
- place of the better imrt of him,& of
. neereSt affinity o bis Sonl s never-.
. theleffe, be is placed bere in the.
\ middeft of the world, tying other.
\ things bere below unto him, with
| whom (by Divine Ordinance) be
\ knows be maft needs be sn the
bond of love and charity,loving (s
shefe earthlythingsithat he may bé,
loved of heavenly, Heinbabiteth

. theearth by bis agili?, is mixed
L with the element s & by the [btzz:r
E neffe of his underflanding: aee,

g [cends into the dejiiiAdll things
L aremanifeft to hin¥RP Heavins
| feem not to be above bis yeach: for
that by the quickneffe of hss Spi-
rit he perceives thems to be (a5 it
were) neer unto him, The dark-
neffe of the air can neithey con

ner
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24 “The fecond Book of

wor yet thie thickzeffe of the earth

hinder bis. endeavour, or the depth,
of the waters obfcure bis ‘c];—f;"gbt,

avd above all croatnres, God hath
beautifieds adwanced, and lifted up
t/:e«underfl'dxd:'ng of man, to par-
rake of Divine Knowledge ; the un-

Hermes Trifmegiftas, 3§

i
{
i
i
i

darﬂmd:’ng éeing‘ onsly the cele-
Rial- and immortall party, and

challengeth 4 Divive E ferce, and

fome men bave attained to thisDj. |
e Knowiedge, and therein are.
PPy émring alwayes azealons

religions minde towgrds God,
Orhers content them(elves owely
with. a fhadow. of  Divine. Knoma -
bedge, which ba- (o followeth, er-
reth and i oed s for this
it sfu of godfivefle, be-

getterh swickednofe. in theiy mindes

which are (. deceived, and tranf-

foims a . man. (thongh by nature
a_creature. govd an divine; into
Wre 'lilq.-hq}z'e a4 “condition. of 4
6:437-;,1 B U ‘

CHADP,

’

c—

- Pt

CHAPD, 1V.

| Abzlep Why then,O &rifs

megtffug, muft man have
his abodcg in the world, and not
molt happily live in that part
whereGodis? : o
Wrifm. Thou rightly enquis -
reft, Afcleptus: For we allo
befeech God, that he will ena~
ble us to give the reafon; for
{eeing all things depend onhis
will, then even thofe alio which
are moft myfterious ; the reafon
of which we endeavour to un-
fold, by our prefent difcourfes
Hear therefore, O @fclepfuss
The Lord whois the Creatous
of all things, whom we truly

" call God, made the werld firft,

which mightbe perceived and
feen : but yet I affirm it cohave
. Ba  no
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26 The fecond Book of
nofenfe. For of this, whether
it hath or no, Iwill declare an-
other time ; but fo that it may
be feen of all, Becaufe there-
- _fore he made this firt, and that
the work feemed fair and ggod

unto him, as moftfull of the va- |

riety of good chings, he loved it
as a parc of his Divinity and
Power ; and therefore, becaufe
it was of fuch excellencie and
goodnedle, he wonld have Man

made, that he might beholdthe

works he had thus made, and
likewife imMface his Wifdom
and Providence ; for the will of
God is. the chiefelt perfeion,
inthat he tulfilled borh hiswill
and his deed, in one and the
fame moment of time. When
therforeGod perceived that.that

image of his (the Sonl) could

not be findious of all things, un-

lefle he fhould cloath ic with-an

carchly covering, he builded for
R . T4

g e -

Heymes Trifmégiﬁﬁ.‘ “27 B
it this houfe of clay, confound=
ing and mixing both pares i
to one, as much as eachibody
fhould be capable: Wherefore

* he made Manof an immqr’ta}:l
"‘Szul,and mortall Body,that be-

ing aCreature thus compefed;
Leq mighe fatisfie both ‘ends,
which was, tobe in admu;tm_{n
of Heaven and to- pray for fpi4
situall and heavenly things, and
to inhabit, and govern: thefe
earchly chings below :-andTdo
not onely avouchthe Earth and
the Water to be ‘mortall things,
which ewo'(out of the four Ele-
ments ) Nature hath ﬁ;b]_t{?tsd
to the ufe of man ; buralPother
things whatfoever belongingto
man,as titlage, pafiofage, build-
1ngs, po’rcs,ﬂxipplng,na‘vlgamqnﬁ
traffique, & merchandife, which
is the tronge(t bond of humane

Society: Andthere isa pare:of |

‘the world whichis Water and
B 3 Emh,
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rthy clofure ;
Earththat which is the Earthl l & corporeall ‘fl'l’ff,‘ggdr{? the chief
parcof the world is prc(c:v«{ | wad ’h’ft’tbrw;, 'ng sy which necefi-
for the krowledge and wfe of | perfection "{; ;i‘ég <F it receffizys
Arts, and difcipline withoue ty follows , lisd both his willy and
which God would not haye the { for G".‘;f ".ffmfa,,d thie .fanie HF¥-
world to be perfi, forneceffity | his deet | That he caller/x the
followeth the pleafure ofGod; | ’”?”gof Z:,"}:;o,,d;veit],zls-k; mnch
andtheeffets foliow hijs witl, . worla,the sld call a fecond dnetse
foritis not credible that Gog | s tfyon [ for two is one and o
fhould be difpleafed wich s | andunty 5 Jo abfolncely one, bus
own will for he knew long be- | twe, bk 9,{,;4 Iy orte bt by par-
fore what would be, and wo m-;::{;;‘:;ﬂ{m&im‘-om:, ans
what wonld pleafe him, .t £§ one.  Sothereis q»g«ab;
: " : tbe ‘?60,4 wrbt'b'rlilﬁ ."ia
ody b God by paricipaions
being the very Stamp of '“’{f”ﬁﬁr
m%leh&ab.’e things., . Thws,fjar

the fowrsh pars of Alélepiz;z? i l

a7 .
oo

The = -
- COMMENTARY,

L BN e Ik s

- This fourth Cha terswby God dinl
#ot place man :'n:tl: Jpiritmall reg;e
o# but in thisworld s amd the ape
Jwer b5 plajne, and alfo why ke }
Jormed max of both “natwres «
#ortall and immortajl s and wh

2he foul which he created afier bis

bwn Image and likene(fe, he pRein

&

ety e
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30 The fecond Book 6{

3
L3

CHAPD, v,

,. l;t,Q Alclepiug, 1obferya
; thacthou doft earneflly de..
‘fireto heare, how 3 manymae ,
co:nc t0.€njoy that’ muficaj
h_rnony and divine Worfhi
which belongs to heavclx)x’

Wherefore hear, O

Where Alclepiug

yhcrc 1sone frcq,nc‘nt: aﬂ?tg‘l?l’i '
ngpg[% men.for this fervice 6?'
tvo 3 andthis no other Cre;.

‘ al1_‘1rc: can_perform  bur map
{eccimc. For God is only pleas -
ﬂxéul:ix::iggﬁltllghtgd e

Ide Isadmiredwork, |
tﬁ:ﬁ'pralfes of thanksg'isgn?@iiﬁ ‘

o im, and perform fuch wer.  p
L phand fervice as belongs ¢

g e N

ole heavenly:grace -

. thilydefcend mtogtbéecso::r‘zg

o -
tions

|
[
H
i
£

Hermes T?i_('megiﬂus. 3IA

" ¢ions of men, lelt that this

earthly World fhould feeme un-
beautified in refpeék of the want

ofthis heavenly and fiveet Mu-

fick ; bue racher that his name
whois the Father of all things,
might be celebrared with the
well tuned voices , and comely
praifes of men. So thac neither
in hzaven nor earth this fweet
“Harmony of thankigiving might
‘ceale; for thereare fome men
'(though few in number ) that
‘are indued with fo divine
and holya fpirit, thattheir care -
_is only to pleale, reverance, and
ferve theLord: butwhofo ever
throyglr the confufien of both
patres , the  fle(h prevailing
“have darkned their (piritual] un-
derftanding , .they are fo much

. oiven overto their own Iufts,

=4 . .
and are only intent’ upon thefe

ourward and lower things,
Therefore a man 1s not to
By citeemed

R
- g
1 E;




32 The fecond Book of

efteemed che wedker in refpe®

chat he isin part morcall, but
eradventure thereby he may
¢emthe more fitly and effe&tu-
alley compofed to encreafe in
fall knowledge and underand-

ing, to wit, becanfe unleffe he ,

hadbeen made ofboth natures
he could not hive fufleined:
both, therefore was he framed
‘ofboth that he might have both,
anearthly and cgvine choice,
Tdefirethee O Aelepius , noc
only to harken unto the reafon
of this traftte ; bue alfo to en-

tercain it with much, Zeal & fer-.

, Yency of Spirit, For the realon. -

to many is incrédible, but o
devouter mindes it feemes true
and good; wherefare from
hence Lwill begin,

g

Hermes Tiefs ﬁzegiﬁh's. 3 3

“The |
COMMENTARY.
: ‘I‘ his fifih Chapter fais forth:
Mt ]bf:ﬂ'ﬁﬂfi”ﬁ ck granted tomeny

* $ofet forchvhe praifes.of Godiwhith

> hlow the prophet did 'mll. con=
:p:izék"e,' whe 6271; full oftbe‘ fpirstof
God, commandedto fing plalmes
wnto the: Lotd with a- lewd: voice.
whd in the affemblies to riaife the
Lord, upon the Cyméalsy upon
the Like, Hurp, and Organs ,_for
ths is the chief-end both of finging
asd Muficks. 'Tbc_fer-,:;/;f::

i (bicaowr, . - Lok
”ﬁlf‘:mﬁ‘ Y L :,.rlv.
CHAPD. VI. :

He Lord of enemi'fy is ﬁtﬁ’r
God, fecondly thé World,
and thirdlyMan, The makg?




34 The fecond Baok of.
of the World ‘is God, and all

things therein governing
things with man \t{rh:)ex*:lnl;l; haatlti
appeinted Wicegerent or go-
vernor,whom he hath madc,\pbro-
g:gly—qa;mke’;hc Charge of his
. Ql;work 3.that both he and
the world might be an Orna-
g}‘en{) of praile unto himlelf,
fa_t y thisdivine comp.oﬁtior;
;)n ,m;‘nithe world in Greek
o ;ghgbe the more truly called
whapos, that is, a8 Order or Or-
nament.’, For he knew himfelf.
!and knew:g('bc. world tq wit th. :
remembring?. . what™ refe ,
blance it had wich. his frl:\ )
gnakt{wa_s for his ule, ’and%ﬁi
A 1s fervice, He- mighe Ja~
our togive prai‘e and _ great
thankes unto. 'God and to %mn-
_our his Image; being not Igno-
#anc, ‘that he sviéﬁ':made‘ba-lf
“after the Image ;of God oc;
~whichcherearetwo Images: 1o
wit

: ,,.;%;{{ . ""{:_-‘ff '

Hernes T#ifwegifus. 3 5
vic the worldand man;whereby
'+ cometh to paffe, that for as
much as these isbutone joyning
gogether on chat party he cone
Gl of (out and fenle, and Spi-
rit apd _un derftanding heis di~
yine , and thereby may . feeme
co alcend up -inco heaven: buc
op his earthly part which con-
filts of fire, Watel, and air » he
remaines a mosgall ~Creature
upon earsh, 18 altogether fixed
on the things beiow and fwal-
lowed up of Nature;. forfoman
js partly, divine and-partly MoEs
tall: abiding'is one bedy,bue he
“hath a mealure ofeache -+
. -Religion - before all men
(which a vircuous life follows)
jeemes only then to be perfit
when there 1sa contempt of all
{nffall defres and unlawfull
~ concupilcence, affited wich all
manner of virtues. For all fuch

things arc cONLEasy Lo the Soul
. a




36 The fecond Book of

and  Spicituall underfandin

which are pofleffedwith a corpo

ral, andearthlydefitel swhich are

well called by the name of goods

or pofleflions, inthar they are
not born with us bue aftetwards
are goﬂ"eﬂed-of us, witerefore
all things of this Xind are differ-
1ng fromman chat we may even.
deipife the body, and’ thofe
things which we greedily cover,
OF any vice or wickednefle
which we luftfully defire , for
fo far ashe is led y reafon; (6.
ar he is aman; thar conrem.
plating of the divinity, he may
contemn and defpife thac part of
his, which is motealt, bys only
fo fat as neceffity compells for:
Prefervation of the foul. For,
that man may be mof perfe& in
either. pare, obferve him in each.
to be formed of four Ele.
ments , or principall pages wich
two handsand two feet, and
other members of his bedy,with

which.

S . N .
Hermes Trifmegiftus. i 7
ich he may-do fervice to this
;Nolxgr] or eazthly world, but
with h’xs'othcr.four parts,to w::’
his underttanding, {onl, mel?eth
1y, and providence, e fca_rdcl u(:
‘and lookcth_imo all "xlac Ny
canfes and things, from Whieh ¢
it happens that map W (:tht
Reitles fearch enquires :!mﬁ'c&s
diverfities, quahtxcs, an h:n s
of things, ~But being k dred
by the weight , anid too.dm ch.
imperfe&tion of his bo y,me
canriot properly forgiee t_hc-.; e
paturall caufes of thmgs.ed e
man therefore, {0 framf and
fafhioned , and gbat for ucd"d
minifery & fervice comiial te‘ :
ot the sreat God, as 18 degez:] ty
coverning the world, pl(t)hil
&orﬂﬁping his God, & \'Lor 'llys
&ﬁt\y"obcd’x;nt- to -Ptotg ;ﬂe ?t:oﬂ
-ed, what git doft thow
(t)gi(n;{dh,e \},ha'\l be recompenfed

feeing isworld S
with > for feeing that this w

an-:
is the \york, of God ; and m_b

Y
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38 .The fecond Book of
by hislabour andinduftry pre-
ferveth and encreafeth :h?bgg.
ty of ic, joyneth his labour with
;2? ag}lhpt t;og, when by the
1s bo I
pi:i :g . Carey » and by daily
tnat @pectes and forme, whi
bydivine wifdom hmﬁ\‘gg&
ted;buc wich thatwith which ogr
parents were rewarded» with
which alfo that we. may be
rewarded if it may Y‘(c:t:m
good to his wifdome 5 we do
molt earnelily pray and defire
that he will releale and free us’
out of this worldly prifon, delj-
ver us from chefe earthl y bonds;
and reftore us like unto the
divine natuze, pure and holy,

Slclep Thoufaieft thevery truthh, '

-O-Etifmsgﬂf. , for this is their
reward who li ve pioufly towards
Ai(,;f(z)il’d aséd. faithfully to the
, ;_but to them that i

echerwife and wickedly , boI:lf

4

QIR - 5 4 A i b

he adorneth

s

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 39

a paffage is_denied them into
heaven, and a fearfull change
into other fhapzs, unbefeeming

" a righteous foul, But to pro-

ceed, O Trilmegiftus, fundry
foules under the hope of future
eternity are much indangered
inthis world, whichfecmes: to
fome Inhcredible, to fome Fa<
bulous and to others Ridicu-
lous; for the fruit which is reap-
ded by worldly peflefions 1n
this temporall life, feemeth to
be a very fiveet thing:wherefore
it ebliquely holdeth the foul;
that it cleaveth too much on
that part of it whichis mortall ,
neither {uffers ic to take notice
of the divine part , envy hating
immortallity : for Twill, as it
were by foreknoivledge tell youy
that mone after us {nall have
fimple ele&tion, whichis true
Philofophy ; being a frequent

beho!ding a holy worfhip and

~ knowledge

\
. R ’ P
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.:o The fecond Book of
nowledge ¢f the divinity, f,
many'do confound it aﬁbry 2 d?f
Vvers manner; how therefore do
many men corrept this ip-
comprehenfible Philofophy, or
diverfly confound it, :
&ritm. O Afcleptug, in chis
Manner mixing it by fuetle de-
vices into divers difciplines not
comprehenfible, . Arithmetick
ufick Geomerrie, bye pure
Philofophy, and thqe only
hanﬁmg upon divine religioh ,-
oughrroapplyic feif w'hofly to
the reft, that it mayedmire the
tcﬁ;rf e ot the Starss and Plancts,
I appotnted flations, an;
tﬁcir Ppoinred ftations, and
Changes to-confift of numbers
but the dimenfions, quﬁi&?gg T
and quantities of the. earch, th :
depth of the Sea, the Vertue of
fire, and the effects of all thefe,
acknow}e_c_igmg mature that e
may admire, adere, and praife-
are

3

Commutations  and

L B

Heymes Trifmegsfius. 41
art and an excellent under(t and-
ing, Butto know Mufick is no-

thing elfe then to knowtheOrder
. of all things,  which pertakes of

divine wiidome; foran order of
all things artificially picched up-
on ene generallswillmake in di-
vine Melodie a cerrain {weet
founding and moft true ‘Harme-

yﬂfﬂlep. What then fhall be-
come of men after us. .

SEyitm. They (hallbe decei-
wved by the Subtity of Sophifters
and turned away from pure and
divine Phitofophy; for out of
a pure mind and foul, fo
worfhip God, to honour him
in his-works;and to givethankes
unto him for hiswill, which 1s
only full of gogdne(fc, this is
‘Philolophie violated or cor-
rupted by nofoolith or un‘eafo-
nl&c curiofity of the minde;and
.of chefe, thus far, - :

The

by ’k';

. .
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The
COMMENTARY,

This fixth Chapter difeonrfeth
that God s the firit God abfsinte-
by, the Worldtke fecond, vat abfe-
lmely bur by participation God
«s which is the firft . Image of an
abfolutely deity ; man, the third
~God by participation of the divini-
?, andthe fecond Image of God :
ot God is not an Image, but the
wrwh of all Images, that man ray
“afcend up into heaven by bis [onl,
by his underﬂwnding, by his Jpirit
by bis reafon,as it were 0y the Supe-
vior Elements, But wherein he
‘35 made of fire,of aiv.of water, and
earth, he is fubiett to dearh, andte
+dote wupon alt worldly things, de-
prived of that divine pare s Thar
the meafure after which a man
cought to live, i religion which
Zoodre(le follows, and which feems
te

Hermes T rifmegiftus, . 43. :

to be perfir, when -being armed.

with Vertue it defpiferh, the o= -

veting of orther mens.goods or any
thin g/ou'ftfull;to ity as poffeffions
the fod] it (elf, and all tho(e things.
we InfF afier, even the very fenfe of
apperite.  For [o far he ought te.
be called a man, whiles that this
opimion is led wnly by reafon 5 and
that in contemplation of the divini-
ty be contemnerh and defpi feth that
part of bim which 15 mortall
nrore then mz} f}rw for the pre-
ervation of bislife, R
f Al'clep{;s drvineth that of the
[ncceeding o ELYpt1Ans, that there
call be none after them to attainto,
the psre Philofophy of the knowledge
of God. Now Hermes asketh, to

what end man onght tolears the

dimenfions of the m.r{h-, that #
Geometry 5 the gualities, quanti-

ties, the depth of the Seay and the

nature of fire, and the effeéts of k.ll
bat is the Univer[all Phi-
thefe, that is il ot

L - . . } P T
- m. T T - i mrpe - s TR SR
e N NPT T T e B ST R T _ W
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44 Thefecond Book of
lo ophY of mwmbers., celeftiad)
Slobesy. and wagur alt things , cer-
tanly to  admire, adpye s and
praife, the A Yt excellemt Invention
ard Workeman of all thefé for this is
pwre P_/u_/a]oply);- and only dependyng
:Z?» divinerehgionythis is Mufick,

1515 harmony , to krow - the or-.
der of all tbfng.f{ which all divin; -
8y partaketh of y and which artifi-
Ctaky pitched upon one enerall
will make i divine me!of s & cer=
samwell tun'dh and mofp /;{eet har-
mony andthat i Philof ophywhich

35 corrupted wz %0 #nfit-curiofity of
rl:emm' ¢y wich with apure foul
a;x# mind doth worflip the diety ,
and honanr-bis oy, $s asalfo to.
give rkfmk;r for the wil of God,
which is (o full of goodnefféy and
confirmeth tke Prophecy of Afcle-

PIS,  This is the fixth partii«
on, : ' ’

CHAP,

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 43

CHAP. VIL

E a Spirir, and {uch like, I
\.Jwill now_begin. There
was God, and ¥yle, which in

- Greek fignifieth the world, and

the Spirit was in the world; bue
not as with God, neither are
thole things God, of which the
world is, wherefore they were
not, when they were not creas
ted ; but even then theywere
in that, from whence they had
their being. For tho'e things
are not onely faidto be, . which
are not yet created, but thofe

alfo which have nota fruitful-

nefle in generating ; {othat no-
thing can be produeed and ge-
nerared of them. Whatfoever
things therefore havein thema
nature of conceiving, thofe are

things

4
&
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I
1
£
8
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&
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46 Thefecond Book of

things apt to ingender, which

may be created ot thefe, albeic
they ingender, orare created of
themfelves ; wherefore God e-

verlafling, God eternall, neither
15, or could be begotten;he both

is, hath been, and ever thall be,

This 1s thac cherefore whichin

ic felt is the whole nature of
God, ‘

- But the nature of the world,
and of the Spiric, albeit chey
feem to be created from the be-
ginning ; yet they have in them- |
felves a vertue of begetting and
procreation;as alio fruitfulnefle;
fora beginning is in the quality
of the nature, which contains
in icfelf a quality, and na-
ture of conceprion and birth,
This is therefore onely gene-
rable, or eafie to e ingen-
dered without the concepti-
~onof another ; butchat which
hath in it onely the vertve of

: concei-

y

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 47

conceiving, is by cthe mixture of
another nacure. So they are to
be difcerned, that this place of
the’ world may not feem to be

created with thofe things which -

are in themfelves, as which hath
in it felf the power of wholeNa-

ture, Icallica place in which

are all chings ; for neither could
all thele things be, if a place
were wanting which might con-
rain all things; for a place was
to be provided for all things chat
were ; for neither the quanti-
ties, nor qualities, nor fituati=
ons, or effeéts, can be known of
things which are not : gherefore:

_ the world, albeic it be not fo
- created, yet it contains in it felf

the nature of all things,as which
giveth (in all things) rich and
truicfull matter to  conceive,

* This ischerfore that whole qua«

lity & matter which maybe crea-
. C '

ted,

| ' %
R

e R



B

e
ki S S

48 Thefecond Book of

ted, albeit it be not creaced:
For as Nadture is'a fraicfull
matter of quality, fo the fame
1s asfruicfull in malignity, Nei-
ther have I {aidy. O Alclepius
and Smmon , which is taid of
many, wherher God could wea-

Fenandturn away evil from che | P

na-ure ofthings2 To which we
- ofwer net ac all 5 yet for your

Hermes T rt]"ﬂ?é’giﬂ% 49

fip, guile,and ali acher corrypie
on. ¥or he, before that be js en~
fmared in them, fhall by the very
fight & uglinefle of them, avoid
them, thatman is guarded wich
divine knowledge and wifdom ;
for it 1s the foundation of difci=
line, confitling in.the excellen-
cle of knowledge: for by the
Spirit all things are miniftered,

-~akes I will pro‘ecute what I'be- | and refrefhed inthe woild, and

(asit were) an organ, or infiru« -
ment, is{ubje&t to the will of
the great God. Wherefore hi-
therto in our fouls, let us cone

83n, and give a reafon : Forthey
affirm, that Ged onght all man- |
ner of wayes to have freed the
world from wickednefle ; for he |

15'fo in the world, as though he

feerns.tobea member, or part |
of it ; for itis fo provided and |

- ordained by themoft high-God,
dsmuch as wich reafon he could
then, when he hath vouchfafed
rodienithe the mindes of men

with fenle, difcipline, & undet- |

ftanding(for with thofe things.in
which we excel other creatures,
we can only {bun the deceit of

ceive of that wife Moderacour
and fenfible Governour, of God,
which is called the Spirit,or ho«
ly Ghoft, which comprehends
in jc felf every place, and the
fubftance of every ching,and the .
full matter of things. vegotten
and created ; and whatloever

- elfeinthe warld, eicher fog fub-

ftance, quality, ar quantity: for .
e e
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50 The fecond Book of

God, is moved and governed by
the Spirit, But the worldis the
recepacle of all ehings, and the
haunt and place:to- move in for
all- creacures, of which- God is
the Governour, difpenfing in all
worldly things, as much as is
neceflary to every one, who
wich his Spiric fills all:things, of

form or qualities fake Invifble
toc felf.  Forifyou fhall chufe
any high placein ic.only to'look
down, thou canft not fee from
therce what is below; and be-

and parts, it is fuppofed tohave
a?ua'lity;and by the alone forms
o

glesiic feems to be ing:ax'cn,. it
L ilh 1§

all the ©pected in the world,
and every ching -according to
that nature which is given ic of

" Heymes Trifmegiftin, §%
is {uppofed to be vifible, when
it is fhewed, drawn out,or pain=
ted ; but indeed ir 1s dlwayesto
it felf invifible, Whereby, the

bottom ‘or, lowe(t part-of the
Sphere (ifchere be any) is cal-
12d in Greek &dws, for infyinthe
Greek tongue -fignifieth to fee,
which fightthe bortom of the
Sphere: may wan-;,;wbﬁr;c;mog_
the @pectes are called i, for

what nacure and qualicy fozver, |
For the world is round, like un- |
to a Bail or fphere, being for the |

caufe it confifts of many -places }

the Dpecies, in who'e Cefi: b

that they are of an inviible
form ; and for that they are des
prived of light ;- the Greciang
call &g, ;and for tharthey arg
in the bottom. of the;Sphere,
the Latines, - Anterf, Thele are -
therefore the ancient ﬂ%teng_cxj
ples, orare (as itaverg) bepins
nings and, heads of .l things
cohrained in.any pparc or part
ofthefe. .
< Qfclep,. All thefe things
therefore, as you fpeak of, which
are carthly, O rifinegittus,
| €3 are
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are prefent as ‘well in eveér

. ©fevery thing,

Trit, Therefore che oo
fouritheth the bOdiZ‘:,dt]Ecwgr o
ric the life or 10wl and fente pz;_
;eaz.fon;. the underﬂa‘ndiﬂg b’éi:
2 gifewithwhich man js g} e‘ng'
tiched, neither sl mén buz fe»-;

Who Have 2 heartge Juddmienr 1o

ELien, asin the full ubﬂ'ahcz

be capable of fogreat a benefir ; .

for as the world is inlisheisd b

the Sunt; {6 mafiy m:ﬁg::nfsd 33
tuminated by chié lighe & muk,
more. Forwhacfoever the Spn
doth enlighten , by ¢he Ectipfes
and interpofition of Earch and
the Moon, and by the approich
of night; it 10feth, andis depris

ved of chat Kglit : buie reafon |
when it {hall be once fixed |
with mans Soul it becotnes: b f
thac lively & growing mixtiare{ )
: '  of f

L

Hermés Trifmegiflm. 53, 28

of one nature wirhit. So thae r
minds thus qualifiedaie never
intangled with mifty and obe
fcure errors. Whereby the
fenle or reafon may well. be(aid
tobe the foul or Spirit of God 3
bat 1 f{ay not of all, buc of
fome excellent, and principall
ones, " "

©fhe
COMMENTARY.

 The [evemh Chapter conteirs
erh i hidden Philofophy of the ge-
werationy and masser of the World,
of the Spiris acngxpdn]iqﬁ‘ ity and
q; the place, The world 1% God

¢ calleth she Cominem pliace
wherefore he will m}fﬁnw the

place  of the worldtoe bg sreaded,

butthat it is created and wot creds

ted , created indeed if you vefpelk
C4. . the
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the #qr{_mqti[bi of the Crodtnyes;

andnot create if yomrefpest the
truth of the w 4

. Workmanfbip,  For
vhe world and th, Jprrits ta wit 1
world and & cersajy Adivine power
PAfling s and disfufing 1t Jelf
throngh ajf thing s, ‘were not 1 the
world when they were mot cheated
bn} e fairh they were inthas Sfrom

“ence they were to be created 3

bat inwhat wers theys but in tha

8ivine - word by whish all things
were madgd Bur iw which and
what w mAake was life, and

from'whenze a5 lerigtly évery t'}n'gzg
- came thas im; mxzd:'g “The world

vobe as fruitfiullin cvil a5 good
being as capable of evil a5 good
asthe Earthy ;s ﬁy{tfu{l- both of
medicinable’ Horbs gnd. bursfull
Weeds | andy

hatthe carth bt} b
4 kind of propriesy, |, likgwife
the World {zéth}‘bﬂ{zudfi{?g God
Cas mmch s wivhy Yéafon e

#ighr) ba(éfr@ide

-

dfor men rea- !

fon

- %

ormes Trifmégifus, 155
" Hermes Trifmegeths. 5
{on d}ﬁipliﬁe,'ﬂnd upderjtf;ng;nﬁ;:
| ;inﬂ’this-ldnd_ofmatmﬂ‘ 3’; 3
ag etyy leaft finne (howld, w:i”;, e
fl:: P)I'?,orld, as brambles and nwrt:

full wezds, anegleited anduntilled

defert or wilderneffe, ﬂ::reqz;,r :{Z.
the [pirits dz_.{fufe_‘d.t _. ;;ugh”#
things yand thsfe t/m%; t 4;:’““’
der ‘fu, of fenfe or reafens w y; 14
difpilling of divine grgce i
mens [onlS,as of the Sun beames ot

the eyesy be difcour fech Jo mgwl’f‘f‘ o

inthis [ayenth parte i

q
r c o1
U R 1
. ey h
. el S S :
Gt

rifmegiftugs, to be. the

, hieads and begiapings of thefirlt

incl ‘- oan b
. Principlesea.. o ;

BRI AR ;

. il 2
thee 8?5”",‘@"‘}31‘??” v'vg}. Rt

A télep. Whom affirmyou,0°
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56 -The fecond Book ‘6f
which Tiow beain by che deg.
£ed help atid afilance of (oo
- Thereé ate divers kinds of Gugs.
-and of thofe on¢ parc inre] ligi;’

‘bley anocher fenfible, They

are ¢alled intel] igibles, not be-
caufe théymay befuppofeq no;
tobe fubjetteo ont fenfes, ( for
We pefeetie them more thep
tholé whicli we call yifbjes )

Hermes Trifmegiflus, - §7 -
oneilluminating one anathers
work, ThechiefLord.of Hea-'
ven or whatfoever is concluded
under thac name, is Jupiter,
for from Heaven Jupiter gives
lifeto all. The chiefe Lord of
the Sun, is the Light, For the -
benefit of light is diftributed un=
tous by the globe of the Sun.
There are 34. Lords of the he-

s ot difeourfe fhall fhew, and
~ thouifthon mark it aief per-
cerve : for divine reafon pafling
beyond che reach and capaciry
of men, if thou with 8ood care
and- great strention lifien not
unto the fpeakers, wif] fly away
and paffé througti thee, and re-
[turne to the Founrain of it opyp

rofcope, or which fpeculate in-

- tothe Hours of Nativity,placed

alwayes amonglt the fixed Pla-
nets, the Prince of thefe they
call Tapréuogpos, that is, which
hath all {napes or which, in dif-
ferenc -@pectes, makea divers
Shapes. The feven wandes=
ing Planets - have alfo their

waters, There aré thepafs
chief Lords ot-ods é‘fa‘ﬂrﬁgg ”
_ Prince. of. whony s
Zgﬁa 3 gtf?e% ge like éme to ang.
her ih their Oridihall y tyhio b
Hztare e& sﬂ'atk&i‘g’s >, e'.'er}g
C e - ORC

Lords which they call, Fortupe
and Fate by which all things aze
changed which,were firmely fla-
blifthed by.che law of nacureg&al-
tered by.acontinual motion,Bue
the Aireisshe Organos salgu~

R
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tmhicn ‘g(;%%‘thlfﬁs , inwhichall
argoroughe o paffey and
;he,.chxc?&qrd orPrince of chisis
lgccznd "1t degree ‘conferring
mo:tall things, and the like, up-
on mortall Creatures, © Thefe
things therefore beingfo-, that

thefe lower things are moved b
the- higher ;

‘belongs to thar greatLord, beine

ot many bur only one for from

that oeall thinigsde; end:rather
flowing ffom bith when " the

| {:gm to be diftant; & areif, u]:i,pd}-’
_. ‘hc‘mf &:c amany thing§ apare by
“ ;: dggvgs bur indeed are wni-
' ‘ﬁcdmcmg‘ ore or rathg! twvo
o &_whom all thifgs are ef-
ed, amd from which theyare

So likewife-

‘haturall? things are jg;}x;:i ilol |
ri{_emfe‘lgcs‘, ‘as mortall things
Wwith - Unortall, and fénfibie |
things with fenfible, * Bur the
chief matrer of Government,

>

i
)
i
(

~creaved; thae is; the matterof

Hermes Trifmegiftus. ~ 59

will by which other things' dre
brought to paffe. ,

 dfclep, Again, what i¢ the
revian of this, O vifinegifus >

Tritm. This, O Alcleping.
For God the Father, -or -the
Lord of alt things, and whatfo-

ever name he s more zel'igioﬁﬂy 5 I

‘and ‘devoutly called of men’,

“which onght for onrunderftanc-

ing fake.ro be revérenced of us,
in contemplatioh-of fo greara
‘Majefty,we haveéxprefly calied

kim by none of ¢hofe names',

for if this found ntiered, ferteth

forth the who'e will of man or

‘that under@%andinghg‘iﬁialt.ejéxy—'
ceive by the fpirit; the fubfianve
-of which riameé ‘confiling of ‘@
few fyllables, is Jimited and
circumfcribed > that© tere
~mishebe in‘mania Aeceffary and

D,

{ famitiar entetcott@betwixe the

voice s X theearesirhe fpiticand
the -under@anding, and fo-of

T P A s

all things by thefe: Whether

~which they are made, &from his
thens

will,
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~ 00k of
then the name of G f
P:cate or wholly in

jefty , and

_ d of aj]
things, can be expreffedt
hame though cotgzpoundgdoﬂ?
many Syllables : ;

3

:itas
therefore that he neceflary

led not by one 1
byall hames, (feein

Isboth one ang all g E ot e F
Ing mee thar 3] thfx?gl?g {s}))o blec; |
ﬂc his name 5 “or thar ‘Il-le
A}?uld be Ayled by che name of

ah a’:‘hgsithere ore being by

fricfulnefe. of by L0 the
anf rich in hig
et

adelire o Create, Hj

“all goodne’; i

500dne’s,and chig
niifs, gc_zr_cagnesto all-thiagsofrom
Proceeds
bg as. they

- afe,

thae ort BILY  Bature
4 all things may

Heyntes Trifmegifim. 6t
are, and have been and in all
things which fhall be , nacure
hence forward may of it felf be
fufficient to beger. Let this
therefore be the reafon -given
thee, O Afcleptug, wherelore
and how all things s of both
fexes are made. :

@Alelep. You mean God, -

rifmegi®ud >
Eﬂit(fn%. Not only Geod, ©
Afsleping, but all Creacures
having life; and al} Crearures
withoue life; for it is impoffible
that any of thofe things which
are, (honld be unfruisull, for
froitfulneffe  being  basted
from allthibgsthatares it will
be impofible that there bea

perpetuity of tho’e things which

are : for, 1fay, thac Nature and

‘Reafon, and the Wosld do ¢con-

cein in them this naguse 5 and

.preferve in themfelves allthings

created ; for evesy Sex ‘is.-fnl:‘
.o

T RRETIER
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of procreation, and

of pre » and the Con-
Junttion or. uniting. af bcgg?s
1nc0mprch¢nﬁb1e > which you
:g_ay call 'Venery or luftor hoch:
’ﬂol_(S) éherskirc bcing well under
{ and cléarly concejx .
from the G y concerved,chac

naturally perfe® chariey. in:
| mirth, and divipe l’ovzr-lqz?ncjiogg
‘mughe be faid how arean thie
) {)rcq and neceflity of s mini-
1y Isbue thae by the contem-
‘pl’auon of him, itis manifeq to
_g;\nery onesunderftanding, Fo,
youo bferve the figy rim
| whe?em we aze fafhionad, b v
both narures framerty gn ofpris
either Male or-Female. pﬁgng
that the one greedily (nat’chet?fr

A T i T e,
- S e s

>y

=5

f®

<}
‘;’(b
T q,
o

iaa)

=

o

- Ay hoy . tommon
‘Coﬁ) un&mn.\ac the fame time -
they.

T,he {‘ecoﬁd.'Book' of 6‘2:

Hermes Trifmegiflm, 63
they beget men and. womeny
which the woman for-a ceitain
time beareth in her womb,” The-
effefts thereforeof fo-plealing:s
and neceffary a work, 15 com-
micted in the dark, lelt that
by the deriftons and mackings
of common ignorant fooles ;
the divinity of .nature by the
conjunétion of both fexes
{hould be compelled to bluth,if
it (hould be fubjeét to the open
view of irreliciousandungodly.
perfons, forthereare very few
in the world tharmaybecouns< .
ted mode@ and religious,where~
by it hapeneth that in many
there remaimes malice” and
lewdnefle, throngh the want of
wifdome and-. koowledge /in
thofe things whichate :-fdr by
the underftanding of divine. .
knowledge, and re igiop, by
which all things- are ‘{iveetly.
difpofed, and ordered, thefe,
18

AW




54 Thefecond Book of

is not only a contempt of »
bur alfo medicine for all
theevils inthe world : but fo
long as ignorance ang want of
_know]edg; abide, there all man..
ner of fin gers head,and wounds
the foul . wich incyrable Vices,
which being infefted,and defiled.
- with them, fwells ity as it
were with Poyfon, which can-
not be cured bue bya foul fur-
pithed with divine graces and
underftanding, ~ If therefore
en!’g tea fewchis fhall be pro~
- ficable, it is meet to profecme
and conclude this tradtare, to
wic , wherefore - God  hatly
vouchfafed to impart, only yp- |
to men underRanding and difi.
pline. Hear therefore, when
God the Father, and Lord of
all things, had after orher in-
ferioup Gods or Angels made
an ofthe corruprer part of
the world,and of 2 like meafm r?
o

" Hermes T rifmegiflas. 6 g
of divinity, it happened thac

* fin did remain mixed wich thofe .

Bodies, with a neceffary: defire

after food and living , € which

yature hath givemin co;&m:;_g
to other living crca_mr_es)a»fthe
other affections and vices 9 the
minde incident to. ma‘ni "CZXs
ropticn,  But t_be nugreﬁ |
which were made (;g ddzi apmin'g
are of pature , , 3
xgo helps of Reafon and ﬁngav:e
ledge, and ina continual fate
of immortaltey ye ;fo! um Z‘ﬁd
order; and for dilclipine, anc

winderftanding he hath orddined -

n eternal Lasy, (being arfoze
SZ: gye:te)enLaw of necefity hn}i;
ted) that they thoutdnot be ;‘
front chremy ar avhchr diffépem 0
e s oty endped with
credtres to be o ved wich
rea d knowledge by wi ‘
ixi“fﬁ?gﬁf fhum the cg;r.x}gé':gn e%
yicc_s'of his body, hath'a tf::m




———

66 The fecond Book of
them for the purpofe and hope
of immortaliry, finally he hath
‘made-marr chat he mj hg beim-
moreall ofadivingan omortall
nacure, thae i mighe appear
that man bejng thus mgde after
the wil]l of God, is in betrer
(tare then the Angels, ivho are
‘Madeonly ofan iimorral] nae
ture, as alfo llocher. morial}
(reatures, " In-which ref; pe&;
man comming  neareft to the
‘nature of ‘God he fhonld wor.
fhiphim in -pure ;and:undefiled
‘religion with-'anhaneg hearr,
-and that the Angels wich a.pi-
_and  loving - affestion
fhould pity andpreferve:all hu-
-Mane things, , Bue this i fpor
“ken-offome. few.menwho ane
‘indued yrich chifhand, pare:afe
fections ;-we' haye nothing to -
4o withi the Vitious,-lef} this
*boly difcourfe be defled by the
‘hougheof chem, ;- 500

,.L e IC

The

Hermes T rifmegiﬁysfi 6 7

Ccol ARY, )

. COMMENTJ‘&.‘. ;’T:
eighth Chapter treateth of

s esghth Chapter treatet ;
rieT?thi%all Lords or Pr:zcer.z
hich ke calleth Gods » The Lord

* of Heaven ke calleth Jupiter ;.

Suny the Light : ke
LoZotﬂ.’;‘fg atﬁfh;f orof,'cope.r,ar markgrs N
T?'ctbe howrs of childrens nﬂtn%tlz ::
:IJG. [ame place of the :ﬁxle;d‘ g ”‘;’;
ets,and the chief of thefe) 2 :'z e
Pantomorphos, and tbeh Lordsof,
the [even #Mff;,”% O.Sl";t:_lg;, ,ﬂ o
ess, ke maketh Fort e, 4

gi‘z’eef ;lfo. bke» 21?1;:::2 t:bie,:z:
of theair = but thefe “ a pere

:Etions of Devals,: and certq ik
fgies It m{ﬂing of e errours tJ;f hil}:
Gentiles  and which Mﬂﬁ}d' ¢
which trufk iwthem, ratherto pe

- rifpthanto be in any fafeiy. From.

bence he returneth to.the conte

plation of thé moft high m-,d‘}:;f[:
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: of
fable God, or which ;s

7ed by all names, pome e

éez'ng fulk o

fx;’tfqlaqk > .ivbewiy all t/Jing{

ave that which mabes
togeher fmirfuil s _ngez;/e-
15 that love of procreation and
that Lreat work of Natsre ,,mloz'w/z
lmtla ﬂqthmg deformed or,y;frzc}tz/
s whiles that the than l:t.r,
f?;ee:c{), and attions be modeﬂganj
religiosnts ;. for tha ;s given gnd
- Persmitted for the jmirarin fo
vine fruitfylvefle, By becanfe the
Sreatest pare of ey i:-igrtorkti}
of thefe ) fleries they p\raf‘zré
t/:eﬁ.dmme Laws, and after tl:le'
mamer of bruit beqsts, wnreve-
xévrly, sinfeerly, and ons 10m(]
ufe theferrbm:g:. ; tl:ercfai‘e,medmi
"ot [peak  of fych things, even far
Podesties Sake, becauf thofe in-
ordinate and everent thowghys
and. gestures are apt .t tbfr‘c&
x{:e:ngdwzg 30 the winds.of man,
andmmbdtﬁemgr,.hd},’ audz: \
) defiled

\J

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 69
defiled Ordinance of God-: and-be- -
canfe few have pure axd good affe-
Etions 5 I [uppofe that we fronid
neither think , or [peak much of

this matter, Then he addeth, that |

God bath beftowed onely wpon men
veafon and under Fanding, whereby
that immortall, and divive part of
‘Iaz'm;zm'zg'lat [hun wicesswhich other-
wifes by the admixture of bis
earthly [ubftance, he might eafily
run into : for by reafon of this 39?
and diffoluble part;men must needs
fall into Insts, and other tesptasi-

- ons of the mind, Thisyof the eighth®
Part, S

.CHAP., 1X, 1~

[peaking of the fimilitude,
and muriiall fellow{hip of men
and God, acknowledge, O
QAlclepiug,

ANd becaufe we are. now
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79 The fecond Book of,
Afclepiug,. che authoriry ani
Powerof man. Foras the Lord
and Fatler, or rmoft high God,
dsthe Creatour of the heavenly
Gods or Angels; fo Man is the
creatour of thofe gods whichare
{at it Temples, contented to be
neighbonrs unto men, and ire
not oncly illuminacedy but do
alfeilluminate, doing not only
good nnto men, bur alio cop-
firmeth that there is a God,

Ptus, or doft thou doub of it, as
many dop .

. _Aflclep, Tam confounded, O
Lretlmegifus ; bur giving cre-
dit to what you fay, I Judge man
tobemo(t happy, who hath at-
tained to o oreae bleflednefle,

Lrflm, Neither unworthily

_ishe worthy of admiratiom,who

isthe greatet anmtong( the gads,

For the @enugof all things is

manifeft' withoyt confufion, be-

o ing

Daoft wonder ar.chis, O Afcle- .

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 71
ing propagated of the pureft pare
of Nature, and the fimilitudes
of them to be (asic were) the
heads of all ; but the ©pesies
of the gods, whichman repre-
fents, 1s fathioned of two na-
tures; Divine, which is the
more excellent and noble part ;
and Earchly,which ischat which
1s here converfant inearth, and
which confifts of the whole Fa-
brick, or feverall parcs of the
outwarc Man. So Man being
mindfull of his Divine Nature
and Originall, remains fill in
the likenefle of God. For as che
Father and the Lord hathmade

. eternal Gods, that might be like

unto hit, Soman hath fafhie -
oned out unto himfelf gods; af-
ter the fimilicude of his own
countemance, - '
- Rfclep, Do yon mean ima-
ges, O Lrifmegiftug .

Aritm, Do you not fee how
: D . far -

%
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far 'you -are miftakled § ¢ living
images, - full'of fénfe and fpirit,
doing futh4nd fo great things1
Images having fore-knowledge
#f things to come, and fore-tel-
1ling by manyother rhings, infit-
mities, cares,and forrows,which
fhall happen defervedly to men.
Are you ignorant, O Afclepius,
that Egypt is the image of Hea-

ven, or, which is more crue, a |

tranflacion of defcenflion of all
things, whichare governedand
exescifedin Fleaven? Andif we
fpeak rightly, Our Iand isthe
Temple of the whole World,

~and yet for that it befeemeth

wife men to fore-know all
things, it behoveth younot to
‘be ignorant, chit the time will
come when it may appear, that
the. Egyptians have by a con-
ftant and pious praéticein reli-
gion {erved God in vain, and all
their holy worfhip (hall become
void, and of no effedt : For the

RS CE L

' Hérnits Trifmegdus, 73 .
Divinity hall recurn back: frem
Earthinto Heaven, Zgype fhatl
be forfaken, and the Land which
wasthe feat,of the Divinity,(hali
be defliinte of Religion, and
deprived of . the' prefence .of
ithe Deity. " For when firangers
{hall poflefle; and fill up this
J.and and Kingdom, not one
there (hall be a negleét of Reli-
gion; but, which is more mife-
rable, there fhall be: Laws en-
alted 2gainfit -Religion,Piety;and
Divine Worthip, with punifh-
ment inflited upon thofe that
feem to favour it : then chis ho=

ly feac fhall be full of Iolatry,
Idols '{lemples, and dcaC{E mens
Sepulchres, O Zgypt, Lgype,
there fhall remaintg’nly a fﬁfa%d
fhew ofthy Religion,and which
will feem incredible to pofteri-
ty ;and onely letters thall fland
ingraven upon thy pillars,which
may declare thy pious deeds,

D2 and
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74 .?Thé‘ft{cohd’BOOk of -

and in theethall inhabic che
Scychian, Indian, or (ome other
neer barbarous Nation,

for{aken of God and man. I call
upon thee, thou mof) holy Ris
ver, and prefage unto thee

things which {hall come to |
pafle; thy waters and divine |

Atreams 'fhall be filled with

blood; which fhall overflow thy

banks,and make a violent inun-

dation, fo that there (hall be |

more dead than living, and he
that remains alive, thall onely
by his language be known to be
an AEgyptian, bue by his deeds
he (hall feem a Barbarian, Why
weep yon, O Qlcleptus, Egype
fhall be furnifhed with far grea-
- ter; and worle evils than thefe,
e being heretofore a holy and

grear Favourer of the Deity,and |

Divine

: For}

the Divinity’ fhall fly to Hea- }
ven, the whole Nation forfaken |
fhall die, and4eEgypt fhall be

Heimes Tri{'me;gtﬁdi.' s
Divine Worfhip and Religiony
and that worthily upon earth,

- {eparated alone from other Na~

tions, became the Mittrefle of
Sanétity and Piety, fhall be an
example of the gteareft cruelty,
and then with grief of hearr, the

- world fhall not feemto beads

mired and adored. . Thigwhole
good (than the which there neis
ther is, hath, or {hallrbe.any
thing that fhall appear, ofniore
excellencie) fball be indanggry
ed,and feem burdenous to men,
and inthis refpe& fhill be des
fpifed: neicher fhall che:iworld
be ‘e@eemed, which is'the im=
mutable work of God, a.moft
glorious Fabrick, 2 wark com-
poeunded with the different va-
riety of thapes, an inftfument of

~ the willof God,who in his.work

( without envie ) ~befpake +all

things to become one ;: which,

of the beholders, might :be hos
~ D3 noped,,
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moured, praifed,:and loved, be-
ing an united heap of fundry:
fhapes. ' For darkmefle (hali-be:

fhall feem fwcmi‘:nﬁan life, no’
mnan fhall ook up'to Heaven; a
seligious man (half beaccounnt-
ed a2 mad manyan irreligiousand
profane perforn feem wi‘e,a mad
man, valiant ; and che 'worlt of
all men, good and pious: for
the Soul, and all things about ity
wherein it'is either morrall, orp
¢onceiveth that itthalbattain to
immoreality ; a¢cordingly as X
have declared unto youn, fhail
not onely be efteemed 2 thing
worthy of laughter, but alfoa
meer ¥anity : For beleeve mey
1t fhiald be reckoned a capital of=
fenceforhim thae ﬂial?g‘judy to
be religions, there fhall new
Statates, and Laws be (abliths
ed ¢ nothing which is religious
fhall'be: fieard worthy -of Heas
SRR Co ven,

preferred - before lighr, ! deach:

Heymes Trifmegiftas; 77
ven, or heavenly things, or be
entertaingd in the hearts of
men : there (hall be.afeparacign
of Godywhichis mfichto be la-
mented, from the Society of
men ; onely evil angels {hall re-
main mixed with the humanity,
which fhall violently move to
all manner of: auda¢ions -mijf
chiefs, fir them- nptewars,. Ry
dirion, robberies, deceics ang
unto all things contrary so.the
difpofition of the Sonl, then the
Eaxch fhall not fland; the; Sea
fhall nee be fitledin ; and in
Heaven, the cautfe of the Sears
and Planers -fhalj ceale, alldi- -
vine knawledge fhall { of. pe- -
ceffiey) be huried in fdesice;: the
fruits; of the earth {hali be cor-
supted, neicher fhalb the garth
be froicfull, and the air it felf

fhall languifh with a forrowfnll
countenance ; thefe and fuch
like times (hall come; atreliginn

J D4 and:
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78 . The fécond Bosk of |
- and confufion of the world;with
a fenflefbes &vacancy of al good
things. When thefe things fhall
bappen, O Rfclepius, then that
Lordand Father God Almighty,
Governour onely of the world,
lookingdnto the manners, and
voluntary deeds of 'men ;- aftet
his own will(which is his goods
nefle) punifhing vices', taking
away all errours-and corruptions
and droWning all manner of
wickednefle, either by an inun-
dation of waters; or elfd confu-
ming chem'by fire; opelfe by
Pplague and petilence, he’will
‘end chis wotld, andreflore it to
its ancient beaury; fothac the
world itfelf mayfeem té be ad-
‘mired and hononred ** 40 d God,
the Creatoir dnd Reftozer of: fo
great a work; fhall of all ‘men
then'being, ‘be magnified with
continuall praifes and thankf{gi-
vings: For this genefation of the
Lo " o ‘“‘@:’}d)

the Image of that Good, :, - -

Hermés Trifmegiftus, 79
world, andthe reformation of
all good things, and the. moft,
holy and religious refiieution.of
nature it felf, in diz time both -

is, and hathbeen eternall from. - R -

the beginning, for the will of:
God wants beginning; . which .
isthe fime, and continuail in.
every place,
Afclep, * For the natnré of:
God is the counfaile of his.willy,
and. his. excellent, goedpefle,
his “counfaile, O vt{megills
' T . €,

-

Lreitw, O Alclepius, his will,
proceeds: frem his counfaile,and:
his will fromhis will, neitheg
wills he  any thingambicionfly
which is full of al thisigs, -end
thofe which he wills he hach,
but - he wills -all goed thingss
andhathrall he willsa. For: -bg
thinks and willsall gog&’thmgg_;
bur thisis God,and'theworlgis -

D s Rclep.
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Qfclep, Good O Erifmes
oittms... . . .o
it Goodgas I thall ceach
thee;, O Afckeptus,; for as God
1s.the difpenter and - giver of all.
geodthings, to every Gettum
and @pectesin the World; rhap
15y .beth :of .{foul and life,
{o likewife the worldische difs
tribucer and giver ‘of all things ,
which feem goad to. mertall
creatures 5 that is, change of
parts feafomable fruites, nati-
vity, éncreale and maturicy, and
thelike, . 20d by this Gudlfitting
abovein the highett Heaxen, is
every: ‘where, and beholds ail
thitigs= for cheretisabove. thefe
Lower Heavens, -a place ‘with-
it Starts; far from all earthly
thiggs , this E}acc betwixe Hea-
‘$en and Earen cthe. difpenfer of

ait’ things  -inhabitethi , whom
we call Jupltee, or god, buron
_de earth and the Sea, Reigneth

ST Jupiter

Hermes Tr;fmegz:ﬁksz‘. 8
Jupiter Pluto, and he is the.
nourifher, and preferverof all
Living and fruicfpll motrall
Creatures, bythe powes of all
thefe, Frnits, Trees, Plants, and
the. ground are. refre(hed, and
thepoveer apd.efledts of ether
Gods are difiributed throughall
things thar are. . They are
diftzibuted chac. {hall bear rule
on the Earth o and (hallbe pla-
ced. in the very-entrance. of
Cappts in char: Cicy which is
builcin the Wef, .or where the
Sun iets. - Ta which place.all
mortall Creacures both in Land
and Sea thall-haften, T.h T
<. Sfelep, . Buc-ac :thid. eime
where are - they; - ©- Srifmez
giftug. . - L
© @rifme, They are placed in
the \great City y:in. the ~Libyan
Mountainy dandshusfar ¢his: des
clacation, SIS

VT The
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COMM‘ENT"AR Y,
 This whele Ninth Chaprer -
prophane, which Au'ouﬂ?g;v:li"

gﬁromtb inhis Bobkof the City of ],
0dy. It mmaintdine s ddolatry i

extolling and (tting it fort
wonderful] pm{}é:; fnd{bafdmf
or fakof ity it'much deplores’. I
f}” highest - Hewuen | Ve | (atheth: 4
certam. God: béholding ul] rhing siy
but, intha Place betwixt Heaven
and Earth, he -placeth Jupicer
thedtfpo_[éz'r, o " Steward, and
Pluto Ju piteréobe thetGod  and

- difpenfer on Land and Sea as

tbmgb‘.fi%eté wgreore God 1n Hezs
ven, another inthe A 1rey and anpa
ther - on the Land, andsSeq s all
W(‘b i ;0nte1'n; wn infimte '.im}[ﬂ}!
;ﬁ ervars s forwst of, divine, vy
€ are. mucorruptly s pyredy . -
holily tanghs , r}}w{ ;/J}; f.o{a; l;ev:f
God

.

Hermes Trifinegiftus: 3 %
God in-Heavern abovey and.im
Earth below s andthat there i no.
other God :  but againft-Idols-axd
Idolasry the word of God and the
ﬁ.,l’rophﬁs do warily admonifh

MY shas we be. nor defiled., with
. fogrear ablot of impiety , nor cox«

rupted with [0 grear an error ; for.
the. Idol it [elf is curfed, and him.
thai made.it, andagain, thewor-
oipping of cur[ed Jdols isvhe canfe
beginning, and end of all.-mifchief}
An Idol makers andthisddol are.
both an abomination tathe Lord ,
for both thavwhich is made, with
him that it (ball be confunmed xoithy
firey thefe and . muvy more tmﬂif

+ of - ddolatry ont of - the \Baak,

5.
wifdome , “and in-Leviticus Gad
him[elf ont of his vwn mowth:com-
mandeth , I am the Lord your
Gady yo (ball not make:to yeur
felf any Idol ;-or qraven Images
ueither (hall you ersEt. any MmNt
ment . or- Pillar in-yosr Land te
' worfbip
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worfbsp it Andof the Idply
Kgypt,-be adverrifetbin Ei‘:"ic:cpljz
Be nor pollwted with the Idots of
giy,pe_, forI am the Lord;]ewk
€o : and of their abolibingad
Jreaketh by the fame Ef@m
will defir oy their bmages and maks
an endof therr fdol Memiphis , hs
_?iallmmore leadthem ont of,tlm
c'n;;?;ls cﬁflk;fg ptf nZ/Skﬂ M
.  fowt Spirit, ‘ap
Lenfaof Idits; a%éjéuag‘:f.ih; 122?’
rbe}. fealt hring. difeafes, in ﬁr—
mities, ma( fears uper men, m
kzow witheyt desbt-to be el Spi-
yitsy andin-affwrance ro-be thofa
of whichihe Braphet rruly_affrm
eth, thas 4l the Gods of thegens -
Rt are dsvils, or ev;l Sparigs,
Lw't@z{ httle be jnﬁ%fﬂ:t‘dfm'ﬁﬂ.'
the impiety of Trilmegius s rhss
minth part | forowe [peake ta thefk
who .are feafored: . with the. tyun
ktfa‘mleflge of Gody which (usihe
wifemaz (aith) toknow and wn.
o derﬂ'dnd;

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 3 §

derftand is perfest righteanfnefles ’
andto know his vightooufnefle avd

power 15 the root of immortalitys -
Lazarelus drawerh this place to an
Analogie, as theugh the Idolswere

the Apoftles ; the Image of man,
Chrift ghe power given from above, *

the holy Ghoft ; Agypt,the dark-
weffeof the {.emiles s and the pem-

 focution of the Difciples Apoftles &

Martyrs, the graven pillars. ded
claring therr progs works. and-tha
the hears of pofterisy didreneine;nas
their works , burthesr fasth.only

“thefe are piowfly invented , b

peraduenture far from the Letter 5
or meaning, . Ishink; wrth: Aal4
gultine thar Hermes overfhet
bim(felf beth igthis and the 33
€hapter., for they Jeem Yo havs
the Prophets of the Gentiles, # Bas
laam and the Sybills 5 that they
may [uffer boh Light and
darkneffe the lncid and.ob[chre in-

termixture of Prophecies [ometimes
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his, for the ninh Chapter,
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C‘H‘A-P"‘ X,

Ng;v twle;'a're to difcourfe of
, rtality&immorcalicy:fo:
l-’ro.pc:-vand. {cari{)f‘dcach tor:;)éxiﬁ
Many,which are- jgnbrane of the
true reafon:for death is canfed by
diffolution of. the ‘body tyged
out with labeur ‘and the hap
~Mmony- being. ‘ended whereby
the: members of the. bedy. are

livelyules', for thebody diert
when the irica‘l-l'l:)arts gf dtif;xl:
faile; Thisis therefore death;
adiffolution- of the. body, and
an ntter’ decay of the:ibodily
fenles , about 'which to take
thought for, is to np -puréofe.;
ug -

4

g_uf'e, and fometimes: impure 3

tediinto one: compofition. for -

i

- nottobe?

Hermes Trifmegiflus, - g9 W
but there is an otherthing ne= . - EN

ceffary, which either igno=.
rance , or mans incredulity fet=:
eth leight by. e ;
. .Rfelep. What is that, Oi L
Trifmegtfus, chac they are i
¢icher Ygnorant of, or believe

frifm. Hear therefore, O.
Q(cleptus, when there (hall be a
feparation of the foul from che
bedy, then the Judgement,
and examination ef his delerts
fhall paffe overunto the great
God ; and he when: he {hall fee
that it is juit and righteous fhall
{ufter it to abide ina fic Manfion
but if he fhall feeic to,be fpot=
ted and defiled withfin and ini=
-quity he- will cat it down;-and
deliver it to Stormes, Whirle<
‘Winds, fire, Lightening , and
Tempett; and it thall be {natch-
ed up betwixc Heaven and
Earth, withworldly te:mpcﬂsii,

. o and
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: andw:ith continnall torments]
be driven into divers places,

that in this re(eét theeternity
of them is prejndicious becayfe
by apimmortall ‘fenrence, the
Soulis condemned to everlafiz
1pg judgments left therefore we
bf: Infolded with thefe miferies 3
know that we muft fearcremble,
and beware; for the nnbelievers
are after their fanits and plez-
fure in fin campelled to believe
not by words,. but by exam-
g!l;isi; _txtalnp_..bx - _threatgnings
by the very (ufferine of pun
ifhmeynt. y ufferlmf,,ofpf;g ’
Afclep; Arenot thens O Gails
megtftughe fanlcs oime’n%:g-
Hhed only by inans Law,..
Lritm.: Fogfooth, O Hrle
plug,  firt all earthly things
which are mortall, then thofe
thingsalfowhich live by cerporal

teafon and which fwarve from
3

living after that Law of reafon,
: : all

Hermes Trifmegifimt. 89
all thefe according to their
deferts and faulrs are hable to
punithment, but after deach

‘fo much the {erer punithment

as their faules have been conceas
led 8 unpunifbed in thislife, for
God foreknowing all things
rendars a like punifbment to
evey one according to the
mealure and quality ' of the
fanlt, S
Gfelep. Who ' ate worthy of
the greatet punithment,O Sxile
megius. - . 1. D
" ®ritm, Thofe who being

tondemned by the Laws of

men come to-a violent death
which feem not to yeeld unt
the debr of nature But to {uffer
punifhment for their deferts?
Contrarywife , God is_a (heild
and ‘defence unto a righteous
man, who leveth pietyand re-
Yigion ; for he defendeth fuch
frosn ail mannes ‘of dangers and
| - evils,

ST S ,

.’,
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90 The fecénd Book of
evils, fo; the Father and Lord
of all things, who aloge is all,
thowes himfelf willing!y to all,
not where he is in place s noOr
whatin quality, ner hoy great
I quanuty , bue illuminatipe
man with the alone unde rftand.
of the mind, who when the
arknefle of mind is removed .
and the brightnefle of trath per.
cetved, participates himfe] by

rom that paturall pargwhich is
mortall, ‘and conceiveth liope
of futuvzc immortality,,. This
therefore (hall be the difference
€twixt good and evil men, for
cvery one by piety religion di-
Vime worfhip and reverence of
God, fhineth and: ‘becometh
brighc as the eye-fight; when he
hach throughly feen che troth
of reafon, and the confidence

.pf’hop,e_,and excellerh fo far othey
[ men.

thefull fenfe of divipe know- |
dedge, by whofe love he is freed |

Herimes Trif h‘égtjﬁtdf. 91
men, as the Sun excelleth other
Starrs in his Light : for the

Sun icfelf not fomuchin greats-

vefle of diety, asin divinity
and {anétity illuminateth  the
other Starrs, For.X fuppofe this,
O Afcleptus, to bethe Second
God governing all other chings,
& illoftraring all worldly things
whetner they be creatures with

life orwithoue jife,for if the crea~

ture the worldhath,is & fhall al-
waies be Living, nothing in the
world is mortal, For there is no
place of mortality, for every live
ing part which is in the world,

asinone and thefame continu-

all living creature , wherefore
It onght to be full of life and
eternity, if it muft always live,
The Sun therefore as the world
1seternall, andfoisthe gover-
nour of life and livelineffe, and
the continual difpenfer of them,

Heis therefore theGod of the -

i -living

SO e e
LTI Rl
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living and of thofe thingswhich

have life in the world ;- the

for he hath once difpenfed by an

. Hermes Trifmegiftus, 'd3

ens and inlivens thefe things

| which are within it, differing
continuall goverhounr, and.erer-|

nall difpenfator of -lifeic felf,

in proportions , and appointed,
nd prefixed times, all things
are known 2nd ordered by the

eternall Law ; and. giveth lifel] "offe@s of the Sun, and by the

toevery Living ching; - To'this
manner which I will (peake of ,
{forin that quicknefle of eter-
nity, the world ismaved, and
in chat living- eternity., is the

place of the world 5 for which |

hereafter it fhall neither ftand

nor be deftroyed, the world be-

ingintrenched; andas it were

wrapped in with the eternity of

life, It is therefore the dif~

penfer or giver of life to all

“things which areinic, and the
place. of all things which are

governed under the Sun, the
commotion of which world

“confffeth of a twofold effect.
Foritfelfis outwardly enliven-

ed from eternity, and it quick-

. ens

1

courfe , and ‘influence of the
Starrs, all remporall things are
eftablifhed by reafon and divine
‘Law, the Earthly fealons are
known by the qualicy of the
Aire, aseitherintite variery of
‘heat, or cold, the Heavenly
feafons by the return ot che
Starrs to the fame places, and
by the temporall change of
‘tides, and the worldis the re=
cepracle of time, by whofe

courfe and'motion itis’ refrefh=

' ed; buc time iskepe by order.

Order and time make an inno-
yation of all things whichare in

the world by courle,

The
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"~ COMMENTARY,

T};is Tenth Cbapter > fpmkétb

of death and the examination of

the Sonl ., when t/?e éq&z’)’fl;ﬂ[l die
that they éﬂmll be most purifted
afier death , whofe life nftly is

taken away by mens Lawes, for the

greatnefle of their offences that}

God is a defence to the righteons s

of the divinity of the Sun, and rhe!

world, for be pnts the world to be
the firSt fenfible Gody the Sunte
e the Sccond  that the world [hall

‘never take vefts nor be deftroyed.}

But we give not the incommnnica-
ble name of God, neither 1o the
Sitny norto the world, and be-
lieve that the world (ball one day be
diffolved,  Thefe things therefore
being  underffood (as the hare
words of ‘Hermes fhew, ) they fet
ont the ervor of the Gentiles, yet
we

RIS B A, S

Hermes Trifmegiftus, g g

we do grant by participasion o'
thefe a divinity, a4, excellent'
works of God, This the temb part,

OB ot —— e eecses

o -

-.CHAP, X1,
V Herefore all things be-

. Ing {0, neither of
things creared, Heavenly things
or Earthly, is any thing flable:
fixed or immoveable, for on'y
God, and worthily he alone is
1n himfelf from himfelf,.and on
all fides wholly ty]} and perfe&,
and chis is his firme ftabiliey
which cannor be removed by che
enforcement, or occafion of
any other feeingin him are aif
things, and in all things he is
only, unlefle any man will dare
te fay that his motion confifteth’
In'eternity, butmuch rather his e
ternity is unmoveable, intowhich

E the

e
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96 The fecond Book of

the motion of all times recurn-.
eth, andfrom  which the mo-
tion ofall cimes takes it begin-

ning. God hath therefore been

alwayes ftable, and his}c;e{ni-_
ty alwaiesalike (table wich him,
containing the world not crea-
ted within himfelf, which we
rightly call fenfible. The
Image ofthis God isthe world,
which is made an imitator or

refemblance of eternity: for

time hath the force , and nature
of flability inthe very neceffity
of return again into it feif:
wherefore albeit eterrity be
flable immoveable and fixed,
_yet becanfe by the mobility of
time, morion isalwayes called
back into -eternity, and thac
mobilicyis turned byreafon of
time, it cemes to pafle rhat

eternity ic felfis cerrainely im-
moveable, and mayfeem only.

by time to be moved in whicl'_x;;
{

Hermes Trifmegiftu, g9

felf is, for in that time igal} ehie
motion; fo ic. happens that the -
ftability of eternity is movedy
and-che flability. of time, bes
comes {table by che rule of mow
tion, and foit is credible thae
God is moved into himfelf rby
thc_fa.me immoveableneffe, fop
there is an in immoveable meti-
on in the greatnefle of hisvery
ftabilicy, for the conditioss: of -
his greatneffe is immoveable,
This therefore which is fo ’
andnot obviousto our fenfes,
1s infinite, incomprehenfble

»and ineftimable, which can nej«

ther be (uftained, reported of ,
nor found ouc ; whereupon it
1s uncertain wherein, where,
how,andin what fathion it is's
forheis reporred to be in the
greateft tability, andin him isg
his fability, whether he be
God or Eternity, whether
the one bein che othes, orboth
- E2 |

a2
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1n gither, for which caufe eter-
nity is wichout . definition of
time: buc: time which ~may.

bedefinsd, returninigeicher by -
order cour:eor circnit of another
iseternal , wherefore both feem’

to b: infinite,both eternall, for
- flability confidering that ‘it: is
fixed, for that by che Benefit of
firengeh -1t can ) uftein all
things that are moveable , it
worthily obtaineth Doniinion's
for the beginning ofall things
which are, isGod, and eternity;.
but the world becaufe icis mo-

veable hath nocche principali- -

ty, for his mobility prevents his’
ftabilicy by cthe rule of continu-:
allmotion; having an imniove-

able irength. = All fenfe chere-!
fore of the divinity being alike
and immoveable, moveth ic-
felf by his ftabilicy, and is incor~

suptsand eternal; orwhacfoever

may /more fitly be called; erers"

5l e nity .

RERAAR AR T

R

Hermes T; ri]}hegiﬁds. z 9;‘9 |

nity confifting inthe very: truth

- ofthe highGod, full of“all el

fible things, and full knowledge

abiding as I {aid with God, bur -

worldly fenfe isthe receptacie
otall fenfible things; borh:for
Spectes and dilclipine, . bue hy-
mane fenfe by the rength of
memory, forthacit remembers
all things thac ic hath'done : for
divine reafon and fesfe come
down  continnally- to...mant,

. and God wonld not thar: excels

~ lent, and divine fenfe thonld be
contounded with all Creatures,
left ic fhould blufh in~ being

mixc with brutes, For rhe. yn-
derflanding of humane fenfe, . of
what fort, and how great it is,
15 wholly in the memory of
things paft : for by that irength
of memory it is made govern-
our of the earth; but the un-
derffanding of Nature, and of
the quality and fenfe of che

E3 - world,
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world, maybe pereeived byall

{enfible things in the world ;. |

‘ezernity, which is the fecond
3s known to be a fenfe and qua-
lity given of the fenfible world
but the underttanding of the
quality, and quality of the fenfe
~ofthe high'God, 1sthe alone
-trath, the fhaddow of which
truchin the world is not cer-

tainly known in the laft line,

far where is any thing known by
the dimenfien of time, where
there feem to be leafings gene-
rations and errors? You fee
therefore , O Alclepius, in
what things we are agreed up-
‘on, which we handle or which
‘we dare to touch: but I give
unto thee thankes, O great God,
which hatt illuminated me with
the light of fecing thy divinigy :

andyou O fatus, Altlepius,

And Somon , cosceale {ecret=-

ly within your breafi§ aiid XeSp
clofe

Hermes Trifmegiftm. 101
clofe thefe divine Myfleries.

But in this differeth under- 1%

ftanding from fenife, for chat our
underfianding commeth by the
intention, and diligence of
the mind to underitand and
know the quality of the fenfe
of the world, but che under-
ftanding of the world reacheth
to eternity, and to know Ged
who is above it felf, andfo ic
happens unto us men, that as
in 2 mit. we fee chofe things
which ate inHeavgn , as much
#s it is poffible through the
condition of humane fenfe.
And this intention orreach in
perceiving fo great good things
1s very narrow and weak, buc is
moftlarge when it fhallfee it
by knowledge , and the tefiils
mony of a good confcience.

E 4 The
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.. The .
COMMENTARY.

. The cleventh Chapter difclofeth
that onely God is immovable ind

- fable, and all other things mn-
#able 5 God is infiniteyncomprehen-
fible, and is wnknown what be is :
the }901] > 1RCOTTHDE 5 and eternall
fenfe of God, treateth of the fenfe
sf the worlds of the [enfe of man, of
the difference of the underFanding

fromthe fenfe. Thisis the Swm

of the eleventh Pare, .

CHAP, XII, =
,B‘,u: of Vacuity, which alfo

'XDwith many feems to be a
great matter, I chus thinkchat
a Vacuity neicher is, can, or
{hall be any thipg ; for all things

o " "~ of

‘Hermes Tri[megiftus. 103
ofthe world are moft full parts, .
asthe world it felf is full of bo=~ -
dies different. in quality ahd -
form , having both their form .
and greatnefle, of which ope.is
greater than another, and one
lefle than another, differentin

. firength and weaknefle :  for -

fome of thefeeafily feem tobe
the fronger, as the greater :bug
the lefler and fmaller can fcarcer -
ly, ornorat all be feen, which -
things. to be,we know onely by -

| {eeling, whereby it happgneth,

that many beleeve thatthelease -
notbodies;or fubflances,byreme -
pry places, which 1s impoffibless .
for 1f any thing be named qug of -
the world, ifthere be any thirg -
(which I hardly beleeve)chgrsin :
o full of intelligible thinge,shag

15, things like to the Divipity, 38 :
this place which is called the
{enfible world, isful of bodies :
and.creatures, agreeing bothin.
' E s natuse <
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parure and quality to it, ‘ali
‘whofe reprefentations we fee
net ; bur fome exceedingly
‘great 5 fome exceeding littie,
“and fhort, which either through
the ‘length of diftance, or that
‘we are dull of eye-fight,they ap-
‘pear to be fuch uhro us, ortobe
‘fhort , for:their exceeding fmal-
‘nelfe they are fuppofed of fome
wot'to be, - I fpeaknow of Ans
‘gels, which, Ifuppofe, fojourn
wich us, and Spirics above us,
which are berwixt the purelt
pir -of 'the air, and che carch,
whiete thére isneitlrer place tor
©l6uds, norcommivtion by the
mation of any Méteor, Comet,
ot'Signe, Inthis refped, O G-
Fekdptus; thou canft fay nothing
Tolbefehjé& vo Vacity; unlefle
thoit Vaunte(t there may be a
Vicuity of what chow afirmeft
to be empry, asa Vacuiey from

the fire, from the water; and '

from

Hermes Trifmegifim. tos
from the like, which although it
happens to feem fo ( For thae

~ may be veid of fuch things,

which are great, orlittle, which
makes it feem empty) yet there
cannot be a Vacuviey of Spirit,
and Air. Thelike aifo we may
fpeak of aplace, for the word
enely wants underftanding ; for
a place appeareth what it 15,
from that of which itis: for
when the principall nameista= -
ken away, the fignification, or
interpretation is imperfeét.
Wherefore the place of water,
the place of fire, or fuch like, we
truly fay ; for as itis impoffible
for any thing to be void, orem-
pty, fo the placealone whatit 18
cannot be known, For if you
put the place withour that of

which icis, it fhall feem tobe

an empty place,which Tbeleeve

the world hath not : For

there be nd Vacnity, neither a
place
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Place appeareth - what it is by,
it felf ; unleffe you thall adde.

untoit, either longitudes, lati- -

tudes, or altitudes, as fignes to,
thf-:\bodics, of men, Thefe thingg
being. (o0, Afcleptas , and yon
_that are prelentknow, thatthe
‘1ntelligible World that is God,
who is known only by the fight.
of the foul, is incorpereal ; nei-
ther can any thing corporall be
mxed wich his Nacure, that is,

which may be known by qua=

lity, quantity, and numbers,
for no fuch thing abideth in
him ; - therefore” this . world,
which is called fenfible, is the
receptacle of all fenfible ©pes
ckeg, qualities , or bodies ; all
which avithont God, cannot re-
ceive Vegetation, and be res
frefbed; torall thin/gs are-God,

and from himand his will are -
all thinge : that whichis wholly

- goed, comely and wife, fenfible,
. : and .

’
<

-
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andintelligible, belongsto him
alone, and withont. this there
neither is, hath, or fhal] be any
thing ; for:all chings are from
him, in him; and by bim, borh
qualities of many. {hapes,:and
great quantigiesy and greatnefle-
exceeding meafure,and varieties
of @pestes and Forms, -which if
you {hall underftand, O Afcles -
ptus, you will give Godthanks,
and if you {hal wel obfervethe
whole, you fhal by true reafos
perfectly learn, that che world
1t felf is fen@ible, and all things -

" tharareinit, tobe coveted s

with:a garment) from that ups

r world-:for every kinde of
creature, O Qfcleptus, - of whac
kind foever,-as well mortalsim-
mortal, orrational, whetherie
be a living creature, or be nory
each of them retain the image
and form of their kinde, and al-

" beit every kind of creature:pols.

fe ﬁéthﬁ,
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feflech che full forza of his kind,

~ yetin the {ame form of (hews,

they areall unlike one to ano-
ther, asthe &enus of men, al-
though it be uniform, that a
man may naturally be known,
yet altof them arein the fame
form unliketo chemfelves; for
the dpectes, which isdivive, is
ingorporeal, and whawoever
elfe 1s comprehended in the
foul,or mind: {eeingtherefore
thefe two, of which'the Form
confiftethsare corporeal.and m-
corporeal, it is impoflible thae
every ‘Form fhould be created,
or born like-done to another, the
moments of -hours and climates
differing, and being difant, but
are changed fo ofren, as an hour
hath minutes, in which is thae
God of all fhapes we have fpo-
ken of ; therforeithe ®pestes,or
Form, rémaineth, begetring fo
often fromicfelf, {o many, and
. fo

Hermes Trifmegiflus. 109

fo different {hapes, as the courfe
of the world hath mements,
which werld istarned by con-
verfion and changes, but the
Bpectes is neicher turned, nor
cthanged. So the Forms-of. each
kind are permanent and Rable,
but unlike to chemfelves it the
fame Form, X N
- Sfclep, And the world chans
peth his Speetes, or Porm, 0
SCeilmegiltus, - -

*  Trifm, Do yon pérceive

therefore, O Afclepiug, chacall
things are fpoken unto thees as
to onk in a‘fleep; orin‘a‘dream
For what i5 the worlds"or 'of
what -confifieth ir, “bin of all
things created ?

- Afclep, Therefore youmean to
fpeak of the Heaven, and ofthe
Earch & of the Elements, Zrif-
niegifus 2 For other things are
more frequently changed into

Forms, the Heaven moyflening,
o5
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or drying np,- cooling or heat-
Ing, bright er lowring, In one
Eorm of theHeaven,thefe things
arey which Forms are altered gy .
the Form,. alfo the Earth hach
#lwayes many alteraions of her
Form; as, when.it bringeth forel
fraics, and. when it nourjfheth
her fruits, and when it giveth .
fundry and divers qualiries, and
uantzies of all fruits, and pla-

ces and rimes, for the qualities,
leots, relithes, and forms of al] 4
trees, flowers, and berries, . The |
firealio hath ‘many and diving
alteracions ; . for. the. Forms of
the Sun and the Moon, they.are
ofall fhapes; for they are (asic.
were ), our looking-glaffes for -
reprelentation, . But of thefe '
:thmgs,enough.-\-s o

f . Do

" The:

» e
Hermes Trifmegiftug. x1v
. COMMENTARY. . .

 This twelfth Chapter declarethy
that there is no Vacwity, or Empti-
nefle in things ; that Angels are
conver(anty and dwell with ws;who,
in vegard of their too mnch fub-
13lty,. are not perceived of ws ' that

Air s the alone name of aplace to
be vsid, that it belongs to fomes,
what, which being not snder[tood,

it canmot be conceived what a place,
15, and thatis common. to all Re-
lativess He affirmeth an intelli-
gible world, wirh which the (enfiq
%[e worldy and all things insty are

A

 weiled as with a garmem [eeing

“who is contained_in the intell ;fzéle
world, that the Forms of all kinds

the circles, momentsy and minutes,
. T . B o ’..... v ~;0f

»

Spirits Zoﬂbj]i' the purer part of the

what[oever, that are of one ﬂmpc, ‘
- qreanlike, and that acqardgfxg:;tg
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of howrss of swhich be maketh Pane ‘bur there are who accownt Mer-
tomorphos Lord, whom 5efarel:rc curtus bis Pantﬂmvr}””-" s and
f(};med to be “God’ of the Horo- Plato hés 1dea to be meer forged
copes : but we acknawledge no fuch things and filtions, This is the
God: bwt leave it to the foll and | [wmme of the twelfth Cbﬂpm'-
igmrance of the Gentiles : zf Anp
as yer be fo dpparaatly blindymad, ' .
md_/}u ﬁ bur we, according — — e
20 the [a; )mga St.Paul, bavebw | . ’ |

ore God, the 4tfm’, i whom dre § . CHAP. X 111,
alithings, and we in him s and one '

Lord jefusChnﬂ, wbam are Ec usreturn agiinto, man,
AR things amdwe'b Tbgs ) _andte rea(bn, by which di-

cles ax. erm:, dtz:‘, elﬂea's‘ yineeift, man is ¢ilied a reafon-
F which there isf3 wiuch: A fpuse :lbr}‘c ?rc:uure , for thofe' things
with Plato and the Plaromdcs, areleffe te be wonderedat, (al-
ﬂ*)e immnrable avd L umehangeable | eic they deferve adrniration )

orm.s he plamﬁ i Pantomor- | which are only fpaken of man.

os,b tbz.rname,m though | Bur of all wonders this is the \
con i3t e B [hapes, avd of ereateft  wonder , that man R
m*ry Idea, om which feverdl | Zon\d find our and fu ?ply the
bowrs and Boments, every partitu- -divine mature : becaufe chere- C I
tar Form is diver [y [baped ; bur fore,our forefathers erred muchy |

i
that the'reft are mnmé/e, ws the being incredulous = about ;:t B
Worid the quwz,md the Eareb, reafon and nature of the Goan 5 i
but
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and not looking into djvine
:worfhip, and religion, they
found out anart whereby they

Jnight make: them gods ; "tof

which invention they joyned
the work of nature, and becaufe
they could not make foq Is, they
.called out the fouls of Devils or
Sririts, and put them into cheir
Idols,"and divine Myiteries, by
which alone the Idols had pow-
€r to do eicher good,or hurt,

"

Forthy Grandfather, 0" Qfelent.
U8, was chic firft ,igv‘,é’ﬁga“ifpdf
Phyfick, towhoma' Temple is
< onfecrated in a mouncain. of
Libya, or Africa, near unro the
{hoare of Crocodiles, in which
dieth his body; the reft of him,
or rather the’ whole of him be.
Ang hi$ better and Spirirua])

part, is gone back aeain ro Hea- |
ven, aftoording all manner of

help and cyre to- difeafed and
fickperfons, now by vertue of
: ' his

Hermes Trifmegiftus, 115"
his diety,.as he waswont to give’,
before by art or skill of Phyhick,’
and Permes which was ‘the.
name of my Aunceftors, doth
not he pow in his Country re= ¢
teining taat firname , cure all’

perions that come from all pares® °

to him? Alfo Ifis the Wife of,
Ofiris being well pleafed how
inuch good {he hath done'» and |
difpleafed, how much evil do we .
know » foritis an eafy matter,
for earthly gods to be difpleafed,
feeing thar they are made of the
fame narure chat man is, where- -
rpon it happened that thefe ho-
ly creatures were called upon 4 .
and their foules wonthipped ,
thronghout every City,’ by the
K gyptians who living confecra-

ted them fo that they continued
in their Lawes, and were called

by their names : for this caufe
O Alcleping, chole which feem |
to fotne worthy' tobe worthip-

[ ome ! bed
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«d and hopoured to others feem,
otherwile,, therefore Agyprian,
Clties are wont 1o fall oty and.
wair oné with another,

- QAlclep, And what is che
qualicy or fubltance O Zrilmes.
fitug of chele carchly Gods ».

Ereim. Ic conkerh, QO Alcles.
yius, of herbs, of Stones, of Spi--
ces which have inchem a natu-
rall power of diviniry, and. for

this caufe they are delighted.|

with oftenfacrifices, Hymans,
praifes, and moft {weet mufick'
refembling an Heavenly har-
mony, that that whichis Hea-
venly may by a Heavenly and.
frequent ufe be. allured into
the Idol , and there ftaya.long
tine; as glad and defirous of
humane (ociety : {0 man is the
feigner of the gods, and you
* fhould ne: fuppofe the effe@s of -
thefe eatthly gods to be cafinl,,
O Alclepiug the Heavenly Gods .
’ - inhabite.

- H ermes Trlfmeggiﬂw., Ilf
inhabice the highe@t heavenly

places fulfilling and - prefesving

that order whichhe hath, recei-~
ved. Bucthefeour Gods, re- -

garding  pecaliatly.  certain
things, and fosetelling fome
things by lot and conjeétute.

. foreleeing many things and ab

ter a manner helping them, be-
come as it were by a friendly al-
liance aiders unto mens- afe

fairs.

The ~

|
| ENTARY.

COMM
This Thirteenth Chapter iz ful

of impiesy like unto: the ninth 5.
wherein ‘Mercurius will have .
manto be most divine, and mosk

to be admired ; be i certainly
most impions 5 and [rofme, to wit
that be (vall be the inventer of
Idolatry, thar he jha;;lj thrust
devilifh Spirits calleR wp - inte
i tfb Pl ' Id’l‘,

iy 2

N
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Mcf’é'i-xrigs,}ﬁs, Oliris, which werz'
wor(bippedof the o £ tiANS) dn

of tgj‘oﬁﬁplﬂ_m;'and crfge{g{res which
in Bgpyrwere effeemed holy , and
bad 1n -reverence'of herbs, and
Stoness mufick and bymns 5 with
which they did appeafe ¢& reconcile
thofe Spirits which were prt into
their . Idols and - Images , which
JEill - fome Pyhonists are ac-
cuftomed to do ar this day (O
nanghty age) who think, that they
have Spirits clofed np either in
rings or boxes: a most im 10145
fore of meny- hatefull to God and
man ; -avery profeftenemsie : and

 aganftthis profane ervor of impi-

ey, St. Augttine well irueigheth

12 his 6oo&'of the C z't] of God, This
for the 13, Chapter, :

s e

- 18 Thefecond Book of
+* " Tdols's and adde Rites s and [as
erifices - eoncermng - Kfculapius

CHAPD,

Heirmes Tri]‘megiﬂas‘. L19

S

CHAPD. XIV.

@clep. What pare therefore
Y.of the world do the fates a-
bide in ,D Lrifmegiftus  If the

. Heavenly.Gods beare univerfal

rule, dothe earchly Gods which
we call Fortune and Fate
inhabite in particular pla~
ces 2 o .
Lritm. O QAlcleptus, chat
is the neceflity ot all things that
are governed, that chey are al-
wayes' joyned and lincked to-
gether » this is therefore. the
efficient caufe of chings, or
the mo(t high God, or next
unto  God, which fecond
effeétis God, orthedifcipline ,
of all earthly and Heavenly
things, . ftablithed by divine
E lawes,
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lawes. The‘e therefore,Fortune

and Neceffity, are both tyed to-

g'eshe_r by an individuall knor,
The tormer of which, Fortune
or Fate,begets tlie beginning of

all things, but Neceflicy entor- |
ceth them to their effed's, which

depends from tho'e. beginnings.
Qrder, followerh;thele, which
13.the continuance;and difpofiti-
orof time in ;bringing things
. topafle’,-far nothing is with-
.- euwrhe agreement:af Order. In
all thefe chis world is perfic, for
the ‘world it félf is carried by
Order , or confifteth. who'ly of
Order : wherefore thele 3. Fate,
Neceffity,and Order,are brought
to pafle, eflpecially by thewill
af God,  who -governeth the

world-by lis own Law and di-

vine reafon, By rthefe there-
tore both will and nillare by a
divine hand fully croffed; for
they are neither moved by an-
. ' B gery

S
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ger, nor bowed by favour, but
ferve the necefliry of eternall
realon, which Eternityts un-
changeable , immoveable s and
infoluble. Fate -therefore 1s

the firly; which, the feed being
asic were calt in, receives the
encreafe of all future things,Ne-
ceffey follows, by which allr -

DRSS

things are enforced violentlyto- =
their effefts. The Third 1s
®rder, which preferveth che -

frame of thofle things which -

Fate and Neceffity hath difpofed
of, Thisisthercfore eternity,
which neither hath beginning
nor ending , which by a ﬁxgd
immutable law ot concipuall
motion is preferved.. It nieth
and falls oftentimes by courfe,

" o that when the times vary, 1¢

rifech again in thofe fame parts
in-which it fell , for [0 isreafon
avoluble rotundityrhacall are

{o firmely joyned that you can-
| F2 not
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not know what is the begin-
ning of volubility, when all
things feem to go before , and
“follow themfelves, for chance

and fortune are mixed in all
worldly chings,

. 'The .
COMMENTARY.

The fonrteenth Chapter [peak-
eth of the Deftinies, which he cals
leth Fate, Neceflity, and Order ;
otkers s Ciotho, Lachefis, and

Atropos. Abont which the Eth-

nicks were not wont leffe to trifle,
than about other gods, which tkey.
feigned wmo themfelves , coymng
new and wonder-working Deities ;
bur Mercurius treats of thefe more
oriefly and [paringly, and (as it
were) doubrfully, like as thefe three
fbonld be the determination , and

predeftination of the Divine will, .

which Nece(Jity of things, as they

be

Hermes Trifmegiflus, 12 3
be, follows which laftly Order

.

preferves, even as it is [Fablifked

by Divine and Eternall Law : So
that the first Fare is Divine Prﬁ-
defbinatior y the. fecond Cory:{-
quence of things; and the thirdy
Prefervmion. _And thefethreey or
the Divine Law, or thofe things:
that follow the conrfe of Divine
Law, eontein the ovder bot{o of fi- -
wite canfes, and thafe which are .
according 1o natHie, but yer Fate.
sdmitteih in cafuall things inde-
finite s and inde:ermunare canjes
beyorrd  natnre : bur of thefe f/“ |
others judge.And this forthss pre-

ﬁﬂf fﬂ’:[o

pa——— 4]
et 8 e g s R B
e o st

CHAPDP.. XV

7% 7E hace fpoken of all:

things as we could,
and as the divinity woud fuffer..
| F 30 . ands
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and permit :- It onely remaines.
that we prai’e God and pray
uRtotim,. and fo recurn to the'
care'of the body. For treating
fnfliciently of divine matters,
wehaveiatified our mindsas it
werewith the foed of the foul,.
But as-they paflfed” out of the.
cloyitesy when they besan to-
pray to God; they looked back -
towards the South; for when the
Sury fetreth, if any man will
praytoGod, heovcht to look.
thiac way; as alfo whenthe Sun
nfech;to look Eaft-: Now as they.
were, faying ‘their  prayers -
Hlciepius faid, with a low
voice.OZat{ug let us pur theFa-
ther in mind that he command
that we  (hould dedizare our
prayersunto God, withanad-
dition of frankincenle, and in-
cenfe, Lrilmegtfug hearing of
it, and being moved , {xch,-
Guefs  betcer O Alclepiug, for
. this

A e A, S M A . e 5 ik |

L BN . T 1

¢hisis like unto theft when you:

AU S

Hepines Trifmegiflus, 1257

pray unto Godto burn- frapku}-:
{ence,and the h}ic:for nothing 1‘51
wanting unto him, who hlmicﬁa
is all things, forin himare ka
things ; buc let us give thanks ,
and adore him, for thefe are
the cheit facrihices of God,whclr;
thinkes are given of mortall
men, We give thee thankes, \f)
oreat and glorious Gods for by «
v 0 have attained
thy grace only we : ained
to-the Light of thy knowte ge.
Thou Name, holy and wortby.
tobe honounred , one name ) y
which God asa Father 1s e(«-k
voutly to be praifed, becau lc1
thou vouch{ateft togive untod
fatherly piety religion and '}ovz,f
or whatfoever thiny elfe 1sd R
moft efficacy, when thou do
reward ns Witb (enle, re_a;lon(,
and underftanding 3 with fen ﬁ-
that we may know- thee; wit

reafon, that we rnay look np.ume.
¥ 4 to
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that know

delight our felves in thee, that

fafed to confecrate us, who

9

bernacles to be heirs of eterpi-
ty.. Forthisis only mans cone
gratulation and knowledge of
thy Majeliy, We have known.
thee,thon great Light, by rearon.
we. have known thee to be the.
moft wite and fenfible God, O
true. way of Life, O froictull
encreale of all narurall things ;.
we have known thee in.the fyl]
conception of thy whole pa-
ture , we have known thee in,
thy eternity, for inall this onr
prayer adoring che bonnty l:)f?
thy

to thee, and fearchinro thy ci-.
vine natare;with underftandiog

ing thee we may re-
joycein thee, and being pre-
ferved by thy Majetiy, we may.

thou waft pleafed to (hew thy.
felfwholly untous: ler us givg
thankes that thon haft vouch-.

are ‘placed in thele earthly ra-

Hermes Trifmegiftus. 127
thy goodnefle , we onlybefeech

thee, thatthon wilt be pleafed

inue us in the love ot
tﬁy iigwlicdgc, and that by thx;
kind of 1fewe be never fcpara;}ee‘
from thee: dcﬁrmg this we oe-
take us toapure Supper witl-

out flefh,

o ' The .
i COMMENTARY.

This Fifteenth Chapter religs-
onfly endéfh the Dsalogne r:é/’:'
jving of thankes. When thﬂd X
gifuimr avd adoration is endeds
‘iderglrius, Afclepius Angxz
and Tatius, the Eonr men» ; *
filledthe holy place or clo ﬁ”"},ﬂg
cording to the religions R:re; Ofs ;a
g prians, betake themelve i
a pwre banket ot confifting of ﬂ” o].‘
and thus far Hermes, of the mwill ¢

Got, FINIS.
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